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Withnow, James Frazier, Susan Cook, Charles 
C. Carson et al., Jeremiah Smith, David Tronel, 
Devereaux D. Bartlett, Sarah Teas, Mariah Hills, 
Mary Baury, Clarissa Marvin, Mary Haskins, 
Gershom Manchester, William K. Blair, James 
Cahill, Mary A. Kendle, and Roswell Tarbox, 
made adverse reports thereon, which were sever- 
ally laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALDO, by unanimous consent, from 
the same committee, to which was referred the pe- 
tition of the heirs of Colonel Ebenezer Gray, de- 
ceased, reported a joint resolution, No. 41, for their 
relief, accompanied by a report in writing; which 
resolution was read a first and second time, com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole House, made 
the order of the day for to-morrow, and the reso- 
lution and report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to take up a bill grant- 


ing the right of way, anda portion of the public | 


lands to the States of Missouri and Arkansas, for 
the construction of a railroad. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. JOHNSON moved to suspend the rules, 
and demanded tellers on that motion. 

Tellers were ordered, and the question being 
taken, (Messrs. Ewine and CuineMan acting) it 
was decided in the negative—ayes 34, noes not 
counted. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. POTTER asked unanimous consent to 
offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That there be paid to Nathan Rathbon the usual 
compensation for his services as clerk to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. JONES objected. 
Mr. POTTER moved to suspend the rules. 
The motion was not agreed to. 


GRANT OF LAND TO MISSOURI. 


Mr. BOWLIN desired to ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to take up a bill on the 
Speaker’s table, which was one of vast importance 
to the people of the State of Missouri, and one 
which he believed the House 

Loud cries of ‘‘ Order!” and ** Object !”” 





The SPEAKER stated that remarks were not 


in order on a motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. BOWLIN would then move to suspend 
the rules, to enable him to move to take up bill No. 
376, being ** A bill to grantto the State of Missouri 
the right of way and a portion of the public lands 
for the purpose of aiding in the construction of a 
railroad from St. Louis to the western limits of 
said State.”’ 

The question was taken and the motion to sus- 
suspend the rules was not agreed to. 


Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, asked the unanimous 
consent to submit the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House pay to the clerks 
and messengers in the post office of the city of Washington 
the same allowance that has been made to the clerks and 
messengers of this House. 


Mr. HALL objected. 
Mr. BROWN moved to suspend the rules. 
The motion was not agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House the following Executive com- 


munications; which were ordered to lie on the table | 


and be 


and XXII. 


To the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

I have the honor herewith to transmit to the House of 
Representatives the report of the Inspectors of the Peniten 
tary of the United States, in this District, for the year ending 
December 3ist, 1850. MILLARD FILLMORE, 

Wasuinoron, February 15, 1851. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
sundry Executive communications, viz: 

1. A letter from the Secretary of State, trans- 
mitting His annual statements of the disbursement 


of the contingent fund for the year ending June 
30, 1850. 


il. A letter from the Commissioner of Customs, ‘| 


transmitting a statement of the balances due from 


officers of the customs for more than three years 


50 





rinted, except those numbered X, XII, 


“WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 1851. 


pace to the 30th June, 1850, on the books of the 

Register of the Treasury. 

| III. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting the annual general return of the militia of 
the United States, and of arms, accoutrements, 
and ammunition for the year 1850. 

| IV. A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, in 
compliance with a provision of the naval appro- 
priation act of September 28, 1850, on the subject 
of condensers for supplying the boilers of marine 
engines with fresh water. 

V. A letter from the First Comptroller of the 

Treasury, transmitting a statement of the accounts 

| which remained due more than three years prior 

| to July 1, 1850, on the books of the Fourth 
Auditor; also, a further statement from the Re- 
gister of the Treasury, of similar balances on his 

| books. 

VI. A letter from the Secretary of the Treas- 

ury, transmitting statements of the clerks and 


| 


|| 1840. 


other persons employed in his office during the | 


year 1850, &c. 


mitting statements from the disbursing agent of 
his Department, showing in detail his re and 
payments during the year ending December 31, 
1850. 


VIII. A letter from the Postmaster General, | 


transmitting statements of the clerks and other | 


| persons employed in his office during the year 
| 1850, &e. 

IX. A letter from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting a statement in pursuance of the 


third section of the act entitled ‘* An act to carry | 
into effect the treaties concluded by the Chickasaw | 


tribe of Indians on the 20th October, 1832, and 
24th May, 1834.” 


X. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- | 


mitting copies of the official Army Register for 
January, 1851. 


XI. A letter from the Secretary of War, trans- | 


mitting a report from the Colonel of the Corps of 


Topographical Engineers of the examination and | 
surveys undertaken pursuant to an appropriation | 


‘made at the last session of Congress “ to deter- 
mine upon the best and most available mode of 


supplying the city of Washington with pure wa- || 


| ter,’’ together with a ‘* plan and estimate of the 
probable cost of the same.” 


XII. A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, 


transmitting information touching the appointment | 


of Charles Borland, of Ohio, as agent to collect 
the bonds for which the Choctaw orphan reserve 
lands in Mississippi were sold, in compliance with 
a resolution of the House of Representatives of 
the 30th December last. 

XIU. A letter from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting a report on the condition of the 
banks throughout the Union, in compliance with 
a resolution of the House of the 10th of July, 
1832. 

XIV. A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, 
transmitting his annual statement of the clerks 
and other persons employed in his Department 
during the year 1850, &c. 

XV. A letter from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting a commup: ation from the Com- 
missioner of Customs, in vbedience tc. the resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives, of the 3d 
of January last, calling for the evidences of frauds 
upon the revenue by undervaluations, 

XVI. A letter from the Secretary of State, trans- 
mitting his annual report of the clerks and other 


year ending December 31, 1850. 

XVII. A letter from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting, in compliance with the fifth sec- 
tion of the act of 23th September, 1850, (light-house 


tendent of the light-house establishment, accom- 


persons employed in his Department during the | 


panied by certain reports adverse to works desig- | 


nated by said act. 


XVIII. A letter from the Secretary of the | 


Treasury, transmitting statements of contracts au- 
thorized during the years 1848 and 1849, and 1849 
and 1850, of payments made according to law at 


bill,) a copy of a letter from the general superin- | 
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| June, 1850, and of the expenditures from the Ma- 


rine Hospital fund, &e. 
XIX. A letter from the Secretary of the Inte- 


| rior, transmitting his annual statement of the 


clerks and other persons employed in his Depart- 
ment during the year 1850, &c. 

XX. A letter from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting statements of the accounts which 
remained due more than three years prior to June 
30, 1850, on the books of the Second and Third 


| Auditors of the Treasury and Register of the 


| Treasury; also, statements from the Fifth Auditor, 


VII. A letter from the Postmaster General, trans- || 


and from the Second and Third Auditors, on the 
subject of balances. 

XXI. A letter from the Commissioner of Pub- 
lic Buildings, submitting his annual report, agree- 
ably to the act of Congress approved March 21, 

XXII. A letter from the Postmaster General, 
transmitting statements of offers for carrying the 
mail, contracts made, land and water mails, addi- 
tional allowances to contractors, curtailments of 
mail service, and of fines imposed within the year 
ending June 30, 1850. 

XXIII. A letter from the Mayor of Cincinnati, 
transmitting the proceedings of the citizens of that 
place in regard to the death of the late President 
of the United States, Zachary Taylor. 

XXIV. A statement of the contingent expenses 
of the office of the Secretary of the Navy and the 
Bureaux of the Navy Department, for the year 
ending June 30, 1850. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing message from the President of the United 
States, heretofore received, viz: 

’ 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: 
I transmit herewith the annual report of the Director of 


the Mint at Philadelphia, showing the operation of the Mint 
and Branch Mints for the year 1850. 
MILLARD FILLMORE. 
WasHineton, January 30, 1851. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION, 

Mr. CARTTER said: I rise to a privileged 
question. In the newspaper reports of the debates 
on Thursday on the Army appropriation bill, I 
was made. to quote Colonel May, of the United 
States Army, as authority in relation to the con- 
dition of the pasturage in New Mexico. It is due 
to Colonel May and to myself to say—and I desire 
to say it at this time—that [ was not authorized 
to use, and did not use, his name in connection 
with the subject as of authority; nor had his re 


| mark, on which my statement was based, any 


relation to the condition of the army. His con- 
versation with me was accidental and of a private 
nature, and had no reference to the estimates or 


| administration of the army. 


| 


CENSUS STATISTICS. 
Mr. ROOT desired unanimous consent to offer 


| a resolution, and he asked the indulgence of the 


House to allow him to make a single remark. 
[** Agreed!’ “* agreed !’’] A resolution was of- 


| fered by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 


Sacxetr,] which had been adopted, directing that 
each member of the present lane shall be fur- 
nished with a copy of the Compendium of the 
Seventh Census. That resolution did not include 
Delegatvs, and was, moreover, in the form of a 
joint resolution. I now wish to offer the follow- 


| ing resolution: 


Resolved, That one copy of the statistics, compendium, 


| or abridgment of the seventh census of the United States, 


when published, shall be printed for the use of each mem- 
ber and Delegate of the present House of Representatives, 


| to be paid for out of the contingent fund of the House. 


There being no objection, the resolution was 
considered re agreed to. 

Mr. ROOT moved to reconsider the resolution 
just adopted, and to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 

Twenty minutes to two o’clock, a. m. 

Mr. MORSE rose and said, that the Senate had 
just refused, by a majority of ten, to lay the river 


| and harbor bill upon the table; and a large majori- 


the Treasury of the United States, to the 30th of '! 


ty had refused to act 
Mr. GENTRY called the gentleman to order. 
Mr. MORSE moved that the House do now 
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: —_— 3s ; 
adjotirn sine die; and demanded the yeas and nays | 


on that motion. : 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. HARALSON moved that there be acall of 
the House. 


The SPEAKER decided that acall of the House | 


was not in order on a motion to adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were then — on the mo- 
tion to adjourn; and resulted—yeas 15, nays 143— 
ax follows: 

Y EAS—Mesers. Cartter, Cleveland, Fuller, Hammond, 
Haralson, Sampson W. Harris, Andrew Johnson, McLana- 


han, Morse, Orr, Jacob Thompson, Wallace, Wellborn, 
Williams, and Woodward—15. 


NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Anderson, An- | 


drews, Ashmun, Averett, Bayly, Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, 
Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, Boyd, Breck. Briggs, Brisbin, 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Brooks, William J. Brown, Buel, Burrows, Butler, George | 
A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, | 
Chandler, Clarke, W. R. W. Cobb, Cole, Conger, Corwin, | 


Danner, Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Dun- 
ham, Durkee, Edmundson, Eliot, Nathan Evans, Feather- 


ston, Fitch, Gentry, Gerry, Gilbert, Gilmore, Gott, Gould, | 
Grinnell, Halioway, Hamilton, Hampton, Harlan, Isham | 
G. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Haymond. Henry, Hib- | 


bard, Holladay, Houston, Howard. Howe, Hunter, Inge, 
William T. Jackson, Robert W. Johnson, Jéves, Julian, 
Kerr, George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, La 


Sere, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, Ma- | 


son, Matteson, MeClernand, McDonald, McKissock, R. M. | 


MelLane, Menchamn, John K. Miller, Millson, Moore, Mor 
ris, Morrison, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, Outlaw, Owen, 
Parker, Penn, Pitnan, Potter, Powell, Putnam, Reynolds, 
Richardson, Robbins, Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Rose, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, 
Schooleraft, Seddon, Shepperd, Spaulding, Sprague, Stan 
ly, Frederick P. 
Strong, Taylor, Thomas, James ‘Thompson, 
Underbill, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Watkins, Wentworth, 
White, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Wilmot, and Young—1l4% 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

ry + ; 

['wo o’clock, a. m. 
CONSTITUTIONAL EXISTENCE OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. GENTRY said that he desired to submit a 
motion; and before doing so, he wished to preface 
his motion by a few remarks. He asked the 
unanimous consent of the House to do so. [Loud 
cries of **Acreed!”’ and *“*Go ahead i The re- 
marks which he intended to make were connected 
ina very high degree with the character of the 
House and with the interests of the country. 
From the very commencement of the Government, 
each Congress had commenced at twelve o’clock on 
the 4th of March, and the Government provided 
for no interregnum. There had been no interreg- 
num in this Government from the time of its crea- 


tion to the present time, and there never could be | 


one except in revolutionary times, 
Mr. HOLMES. There is one now! 
Mr.GENTRY. If so, then we are in the midst 
of revolution. lle considered that Coneress had 
a perfect right to legislate until twelve o’clock on 
the 4th of March. ‘They were surrounded by a 
state of things which made it highly probable that 
some of the appropriation bills, indispensably ne- 
cessary to the welfare of the country, would fail 
in the Senate, and it concerned the character of the 
House to pursue such a course as should fix the 


Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson, | 
Thurman, | 


| torious case, a! 


THE CON 


a 


At half 


past three o’clock, a. m., 


Mr. PUTNAM moved thatall further proceed- || gers should receive an increased sa 


ings in the call be dispensed with. 

Mr. SWEETSER called for tellers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. SawTreLLe and Dver were 
appointed, 

The question was taken, and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 63, noes 38, 

So all further proceedings in the call were dis- 
pensed with. 

Mr. HALL moved a suspension of the rules, to 
enable him to move that the House take a recess 
for five hours; on which he demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered; and the ques- 


| tion being taken, resulted—yeas 47, nays 91—as 


responsibility where it ought to rest and prevent |! 


it from resting on the House. It was their duty 
to remain in session until twelve o’clock to-mor- 
row, and then if any of these bills should fail they 
would be able to say “it was not we who did it.”’ 
He would, therefore, move that there be a call of 
the House, and that the Sergeant-at-Arms be in- 
structed to arrest the absentees. 

Mr. BAYLY said that he did not know how 
this debate arose, for he had been asleep. 
lauchter. 

The SPEAKER pro tem. (Mr. Tnompson, of 
Mississippi) said that the gentleman from Virginia 
was out of order, F 

Mr. BAYLY wished to say a few words in re- 
sponse to the closing remarks of the gentleman 
from Tennessee which he had heard. 


[Great | 


The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 


Tennessee had submitted a motion that there be a 
call of the House. 

Mr. BAYLY wished to say a few words on that 
motion. 

Loud cries of ‘Object!”* “ Agreed!” and ‘*Go 
ahead !’” 

The SPEAKER stated that the gentleman could 
sroceed by unanimous consent. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, objected. 

The question was taken on Mr. Genrry’s mo- 
tion, and it was agreed to. 

So a call of the House was ordered; which was 
proceeded with for some time; and absentees were 
sent for and excuses made. 


follows: 


YEAS—Meéssrs. Albertson, Bowdon, Boyd, Briggs, Bris- 
bin, Buel, George A. Caldwell, Calvin, Cartter, Dimmick, 
Doty, Dunean, Featherston, Fuller, Gilmore, Hall, Harlan, 
Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Howard, Inge, 
Jones, Julian, La Sére, Marshall, Mason, Matteson, Mc- 
Gaughey, McKissock, MecLanahan, MeQueen, Morris, | 
Morrison, Morse, Orr, Otis, Pitrnan, Reed, Ross, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Sweetser, Jacob Thompson, 
Teombs, Underhill, Walden, and Wildrick—47. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Andrews, Ash- 
mun, Beale, Bingham, Bissell, Bokee, Booth, Bowie, Bow- 
lin, Brooks, Burrows, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Cleveland, 
Clingman, Cole, Conger, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Edimund- 
son, Eliot, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Fitch, Gentry, 
Gilbert, Gott, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Haralson, 
Haymond, Henry, Holladay, Holmes, Howe, Hunter, Wil- 
liam T’. Jackson, James L. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, 
Kerr, George G. King, John A. King, Horace Mann, Job 
Mann, MeClernand, McDonald, Meacham, Daniel F. Mil- 
ler, Millson, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Outlaw, Owen, 
Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Penn, Potter, Putnam, Robbins, 
Rockwell, Root, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, School- 
crait, Seddon, Shepperd, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, 
Stetson, ‘Taylor, Thomas, John B. Thompson, Thurman, 
Vinton, Waldo, Watkins, Wellborn, White, Whittlesey, 
Wilmot, Wright, and Young—91. 


So the House refused to take a recess. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that the 
rules be suspended, in order to enable him to move 
that the Committee of the Whole House be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill 
of the Senate entitled ** An act for the relief of 
Cincinnatus ‘Trousdale and John G. Connolly, of 
Arkansas.”’ 


| salaries of the others were not raised. 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


' 


| House in support of this resolution. 


| mitttee of the Whole House be discharged from 


| others. 


Mr. B. said there was no reason why two messey. 


lary while the 


Mr. HALL objected. 
Mr. BRIGGS moved to suspend the rules. 


The motion was not agreed to—two thirds not 
voting therefor. 


CAPTAIN LEWIS WARRINGTON, 


Mr. SCHENCK asked the unanimous con 


. . sen 
of the House to permit him to move that the CG ; 


om- 


the further consideration of Senate bill No, ] 


, at : 21 
for the relief of Captain Lewis Warrington ; 


and 
Mr. 8. said he wished to say one word to the 
* ; Captain 
Warrington and the other officers of the Vesse} 
which he commanded were entitled to all the prize 
money in case a vessel was captured. A vesge! 


the Epervier, was captured; but, by mistake, on, 


_half of the prize money was paid into the public 


| Treasury. 

| which was by mistake paid into the Treasury, | 

= back to the officers who were erititled to j; 
; 


The bill provides that the money 
,e 


he justice of the claim was admitted by all the 
Departments. There was no mistake about jt. 


‘They only asked to have paid back to them what 


Mr. INGE said, he thought it was a very meri- || 


he hoped the rules would be 
suspended, 

The question was taken upon suspending the 
rules, and they were not suspended—ayes 41, 
noes not counted, 

Mr. JOHNSON demanded tellers, but they 
were not ordered. 

Mr. WELLBORN moved to suspend the rules, 
to enable him to move that the Committee of the 


| Whole tiouse be discharged from the further con- 


sideration of the bill of the Senate No. 207, enti- 
tled ‘*An act for the relief of Elizabeth Black- 
burn.”’ 

Mr. W. submitted some remarks in favor of | 
the bill, which were inaudible to the Reporter. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, believed the 
whole bill was ridiculous. 

‘The question was then taken on suspending the 
rules, and decided in the negative—ayes 45, noes 
not counted. 

FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 
Mr. WENTWORTH moved to suspend the 


rules, to enable him to move to take up the French | 


spoliation bill; on which motion he demanded tell- 
ers, but they were not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the House 
refused to suspend the rules. 

Mr. PECK asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to take up for consideration Senate bill No. 
379, entitled ** An act changing the places of, and 


was taken from them by mistake. 

Mr. CARTTER objected. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to suspend the rules, to 
enable him to make the motion. 

The motion, on a division, was disagreed to— 
ayes 37, noes not counted. 

Mr. SCHENCK demanded the yeas and nays, 

Mr. HALL said it was too late. ; 

The SPEAKER decided that the demand was 


| made in time. 


Mr. HALL appealed from that decision. 

The question was taken, and the decision of the 
‘hair was sustained by the House. 

The yeas and nays were then ordered; and the 


| question being taken, resulted—yeas 69, nays 48— 


as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Andrews, Ashmun, Bayly, Bokee 
Booth, Bowdon, Bowie, Breck, Brooks, Buel, Burrows’ 
Butler, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clarke,Conger, Dickey: 
Dimmick, Dixon, Doty, Edmundson, Eliot, Alexander 


| Evans, Nathan Evans, Gott, Grinnell, Halloway, Harlan, 
| Haymond, Henry, Holmes, Howe, William T. Jackson, 


; James L. Johnson, Kerr, George G. King, John A. King, 


La Sére, Marshall, Matteson, Meacham, Moore, Ogle, 
Owen, Pitman, Reynolds, Robbins, Rockwell, Root, Rose, 
Schenck, Sehermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Seddon, Shepperd, 
Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Taylor, 
Thurman, Underhill, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Wellborn, 
White, and Wright—69. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Averett, Bingham, Bowlin, 


| Briggs, Joseph P. Caldwell, Cartter, Clingman, Williamson 
| R. W. Cobb, Dunham. Fiteh, Goodenow, Hall, Hamilton, 


Haralson, Holladay, Hunter, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. 
Johnson, Jones, Julian, Horace Mann, Job Mann, MeCler 


| nand, McDonald, McGaughey, McLanahan, Robert M. 


McLane, McQueen, Millson, Morris, Morrison, Orr, Otis, 
Peaslee, Peck, Potter, Powell, Ross, Savage, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Stetson, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 


Watkins, Whittlesey, and Wildrick—48. 


So the rules were not suspended. 


FREE NAVIGATION OF THE ST. LAWRENCE. 


Mr. BUEL asked the unanimous consent of the 


| House to introduce the following resolution: 


| 


Resolved, That the free navigation of the St. Lawrence 
river, for commercial purposes, demands the earnest atten- 
tion of the American Government; and that it is highly de 
sirable that it be secured to American commerce at an early 
day. 

Mr. B. explained the resolution in a few remarks 
which were inaudible to the Reporter. 

Mr. JONES objected. 


Mr. BUEL moved to suspend the rules for the 


| purpose. 


fixing the times for, holding the circuit and district | 


courts in the district of Vermont. 

Mr. CARTTER objected. 

Mr. PECK moved to suspend the rules. 

The motion was rejected—ayes 52, noes not 
counted. Z 

Mr. McLANAHAN moved that the rules be 
suspended, to enable him to move that the House 
take a recess until eight o’clock. 

The motion was not agreed to—two thirds not 
voting therefor. 


Mr. BRIGGS asked the unanimous consent of | 


the House to offer the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to pay the same per 


| diem to the messengers of the House for their services from 


the commencement of the present Congress, as is paid to | 
the messeugers of the Scnate. 


The motion was not agreed to. 
THE ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. SEDDON asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to allow him to introduce the following 


| resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to inform the Senate 


| that this House having dispatched all the business before it, 
| and having waited for some hours in expectation of receiving 


from them the appropriation or other bills sent them without 
any communication from them, is now prepared to adjourn 
sine die, and that unless some action of the Senate in rela- 
tion to these bills, requiring the further session of this 
House, be communicated within an hour after the delivery 
of this message, the House will conclude the Senate have 


| elected not to act on those bills, and will thereupon adjourn. 


Mr. DUER said he had been informed that the 
Senate had just taken up the civil and diplomatic 
bill. He had no doubt it would be here for our 
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yoting therefor. were ordered; and the question being taken result- 


5 ; a 92. 
Mr. McDONALD asked the unanimous consent Te Fae a a a i. 
¢ the House to offer the following resolution: 0 HIS SLCURC TEIUSeE & Ca 
e ae : The question then recurred upon seconding the 
Resolved, That the Clerk pay to John T. Ball, out of the 1 d for i} a 
ntingent fund of the House, the amount claimed by him || 4&™an r the previous question, . 
services rendered in the office of the Clerk of the House Mr. DUER demanded tellers; which were or- 
of Representatives, in the discharge of duties as a clerk, || dered, and Messrs. Sue PPERD, and Brown of 
a fo which he only received the per diem pay of a mes- Mississip pi, were appointed, M WENTWORTH ked tl . 
Vil. Sh aske » t Ss 
The question was taken, and the tellers report- || onsen f the H 3 soe : d a remy 
ed—ayes 65, noes 43, no quorum voting. C ha Be . tl Jud ye. mene ta fe os -_ 
Mr. McDONALD moved that there be a call of Senses OF pnd Sumciary Tom the eee eae 


- / ‘ , ‘ 
in a very short time, and the resolution, || “The question now being upon scconding the “hh Mr. ANDREWS: The petition and papers of William 

refore, would not be nece ssary. | demand for the previous question, vay Mn OUTt AW: T! i f Ge 

“Mr. SEDDON said, he was pleased to receive || Mr. McDONALD demanded tellers; which cr iio oe hk. 2. ane 

< infurmation, but he thought if this resolution | were ordered, and Messrs. Jones and Mason were By Mr. SPAULDING : The petition and papers of Daniel 
vas passed it might expedite their action. ‘| appointed. The question was then taken,andthe | Bryman 

Mr. DUER objec ted. | tellers reported—ayes 66, noes 19; no querum ae om ved ttn! 4 kt SS eage and papers of Tobias 

: : aa j a. - | or, ers \e ' ibers Ti rmoen : 

Mr. SEDDON moved to suspend the rules for | voting By Mr. BRECK: The petition and papers of James 
the purpose. Mr. McDONALD moved a call of the House. | Dysert 

he motion was not agreed to—two thirds not Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays; which Mr. PUTNAM asked the unanimous consent 


of the House to introduce a resolution, pro rosing 

to raise the pay of certain messengers of a louse 

to equal the pay to the same class of messengers 
' in the Senate. 

Mr. JONES objected. He said that the same 
resolution had been refused several times during 
the night. 

Objection was made. 
Mr. McDONALD moved to suspend the rules. 


The motion was not agreed to—two thirds not |! the House. sideration of Senate bill No. 14, to provide for an 
voting therefor. The motion was agreed to, and the Clerk pro- additional term of the United States circuit and 
RIGHT OF WAY. ceeded to call the roll. district courts at Chicago, in the district of Llinois. 
Mr. WALDO asked the unanimous consent of Several absentees were sent after and excuses ear. ” . Se He had os oe a saree 
House to take up Senate bill No. 459, entitled || received. om mber ot How ‘had 3 i He Mw ete 
‘An act to grant to the New Haven and New |} Mr. STRONG moved that all further proceed- i oo tail per ; h had an rn ape tl j d cna) -_ 
. ° j 3.) { ee ) o l ‘ “ 
Londo vn Railroad Company the right of way || ings in thecall be dispensed with. ee ul a hi “h trier “3 . “W ~— ad oy 
through the custom-house lot in New London.” || Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, called the fre ed z oe es ald Dre re ab : 
i ? 1 cK L e { l ‘ Ul 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, objected. | gentleman to order. aaaid ie t . ifthet Sarde se soar it rhe h 
ry ‘ . ry . - ce sider: on. re as i sec l ic 
On motion by Mr. WALDO, the rules were sus- The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Penn- - e ; : I “agg = 1 = 4 “k oo ns ee 
¢ . ‘ f ’ } . as objyectionavie it could he stricken out. 
nended, and the bill was taken up and read twice || sylvania [Mr. Srrone] had a right to make the \ cr teeter eon ; 
nat; Se as taken up and read twi | Rae een De een oma Mr. MeCLERNAND objected. 
y= : Mr. WENTWORTH asked t the bil or] 
; . : ‘ or . : . Mr. 51 asked that the bill migh 
Mr. W. moved the previous question; which The question was then taken upon the motion, RTH asked that the bill might 
i 


; 5 : : be read by the Clerk. 
received a second, and the main question was or- || and all further proceedings in the call were sus- e 


The SPEAKER said that objection being made, 
dered. | pended. : 
ae , : : im Rae ; ‘ ' the bill eannot be considered. 
The question now being on ordering the bill to || The question again recurred on seconding the | Mr. SEDDON said that the ds ay wa learly 
° : ° . ° . Nir. SE N sa nat as the S cl 
be read a third time, the question was put, and car- || demand for the previous question on the engross- | aon ' soi Uek-iniin ot ad a Aioeht Gthh 
- . . 5 y “oO . i nic, ant ‘ o ie of cl as 
ried in the affirmative; and the bill was read the || ment of the tonnage bill, No. 478, and being put, 


brightening, he insisted that there was no eb hde r 
third time and passed. no quorum voted. 


On motion by Mr. WALDO, by unanimous || CINCINNATUS TROUSDALE AND JOHN CON- ae onatitution which would allow them to sit 
consent, the 17th joint rule, which provid s that || NOLLY. The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
no bill passed by the Senate and House of Repre- On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, | the House can do business until twelve o’clock, m. 

tatives shall be presented to the President Pt Th dhe Cameiins ae tis. Wieck: Veeincene ae ae Mr. ANDREWS desired to offer & resolution: 
bis s signature on the last day of the session, was | charged from the further consideration of the bill | but objection being made it was not entertained. 
suspended as far as this bill was concerned. of the Senate, No. 13, entitled an ‘Act for the re- Mr. WENTWORTH arain asked the House 

oe was subsequently received from the || lief of Cincinnatus Trousdale and John Connolly, | to extend to . 





him the courtesy which they have 
of Arkansas;’’ and the House proceeded to the | extended to every member of this House, and al 
consideration of the bill. low tl 


nate, announcing the concurrence of that body 
in the above resolution. 


ie Judiciary Committee to be discharged 
THE PURCHASE OF MOUNT VERNON. Mr. J. said the bill had been twice re jected by | from the bill providing for an additional term of 

Mr. DUNCAN asked the unanimous consent || the House to-day, but he felt it his duty again to | the circuit and district courts at Chicago. 
of the House to allow him to introduce the follow- || a appeal to the House to pass it. He thought if Mr. MILLER. The Committee on the Judi- 
ing resolution: |i it Was prope rly understood, no member would ob- clary never reported that bill. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to in | ject toit. He moved the previous question. Mr. McGAUGHEY consented to it, under the 
acer hace Tetae Denes leans eee The pre vious question was sec oyde ad, and the Supp sition that the Judicia y Committee were in 
George Washington, ean be purchased, and at what price ; ] main question was ordered. : z favor of it, 
and also upon its snitableness for the site of a Military Asy- The question now being upon ordering the bill |, Mr. MeCLERNAND wished to state what 


luin. to be read the third time, it was put and carried in | were his objections. 


Objection was made. | the affirmative; and the bill was readthe third time. || The SPEAKER said it could not be done. 
Mr. D. moved to suspend the rules. | ‘The question now being, ** Shall the bill pass?” Mr. WENTWORTH moved a suspension of 
The motion was not agreed to—two thirds not || jt was taken and carried in the affirmative. the rules. to enable him to submit his motion. 
voting therefor. | So the bill passed. The SPEAKER ruled the motion out of order, 
TONNAGE DUTIES. || Mr. JOHNSON moved to reconsider the vote | the bill presented by Mr. Dver not having yet 
Mr. DUER said, if he could get the ear of the || JU* taken, and to lay the motion to reconsider on || been disposed of, it being before the House under 
House for a few moments, he wished to make an || “te table; which latter motion was agreed to. a suspension of the rules. 
asnegy 4 - On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, Mr. DOTY asked the unanimous consent of 
appeal to them. It was highly probable, if not . Nr. ask d 


. . +, || by unanimous consent, the 17th joint rule was . use ove to t Senate 399, 
absolutely certain, that no river and harbor bill || dy a alii ae ce ta odl ioe Jon this bill. : the House to move t a up Senate bill = to 
} @ ‘ . . ape { t i SD os a ¢ » Slee > e sl ap t 
would pass the Senate this session. There wasa Me BROWN. of Mississi ideal alate authorize the State of h no - elect the j 
: . . ° I a i I SSISs ( é p 2 of » jan : at State is entitl 
harbor at Oswego, in his own State, at which there le tel ae cc till eieht ae le a idue of hag land to h 7 » tha a im ‘d ae 
Se t eces : c , > ac & ‘ R. ’ 1e 
was a commerce of many millions, and in which Mr. E VW ANS of Sincstend, meniitwochel ees under the act a t a eget 6, to aid in the 
i an - 7 nN the F ‘ scons i 
there was a large revenue collected. The harbor ? ’ improvement of the Fox anc isconsin rivers 
mission to say that he had just come from the Sen- Mr. AVERETT objected 
there had been built at great cost, and was now i MAY. J hee . 
iss . 2 . ate, and he believed that the civil and diplomatic Mr. GREEN asked 
early in aruinous condition. The bill proposed | . Mr. G S 
bill would be here in ten minutes. He thought it 
to grant the power of imposing ‘tonnuge duties at , : 
|| would be unwise to take a recess. 
that harbor. If it was passed it would have the p ; : 

The question was taken, and the House re- 
effect to save the harbor from ruin. He asked the Sak g Hey air taggtoteee: aed 
. e . ° ; ( ec SS. rT ,¢ ‘allroa . 
unanimous consent of the House to introduce a bill Siz WSUT IE. of Khitcissbel liek midinbinatn the purpose ef aiding in makin g a railroad from 

togive the assent of Congress to the —e of an | p j tr de “d Ae ieee ediee whi h St. ot to the western limits of said State 
. se ( ce > Te rres ; y » © wa) : vw oO M88 as “us 
act by the State of New York imposing certain a ore ical aul eotede tie , Mi G. said, if they would not pass it as it was, 
tonnage duties. wan read, Sea Cree, Ane agrece & P . he would ask that they strike out the grant of 
* Resolved, That the members of the various standing ternate sections of land. They intended to make 
committees be authorized to deliver their reports to the 


the unanimous consent of 
the House that he might make a motion to take 
up Senate bill granting to the State of Missouri a 
right of way and a portion of the public lands for 


Several MemBers objected. 


; » road anv way ssouri had never received 
Mr. DUER moved to suspe and the rules. || Clerk of the House, to be printed ander this order ; and that | the road any way a Mi oe ri — eet ails. 
The motion was agreed to; and all papers upon which no reports are prepared be returned || one solitary foot of land for a sing : 
Mr. DUER di La bill of the above titl to the Clerk, to be placed on the files of the House.” nal improvement. This wasa last earnest ot 
. ) ) > ey , =e . Te . , 

a introduced a : _ os On motion by Mr. WALDO, by unanimous || that the House would pass this bill. He preferred 

which having been read a first and second time by ’ ; 
|| consent— to have the bill passed as it now ste ands, but if the 

its title, he moved the previous question. 


Mr. Se HENCK moved to lay the bill on the | “ Ordered, 'That leave be granted for the withdrawal from || E[ouse refuse to do that, he w ould move to strike 
4 c } 


b : || the files of the House of the petition and papers of William || 4..¢ the alternate sections. They were going to 
table. He wanted to know if the country was to || ‘Thomas, for the purpose of reference to one of the Depart 





ws h up one little harbor in the State of New || ments.” et oe let Geloee cf esr es 
ork, and give up the whole general system ofin- || Further motions were made by unanimous con- | PTME's an tiling 
ternal i improvements. sent, and leave granted for the withdrawal from Pee. AV ERETT objected 

The question was taken and decided in the neg- || the files of the House of the following petitionsand ||!" ** Sat el rl bi say le 
ative, | papers, for the purpose of reference to the Depart- | The SPEAKER. As objection is made, the 


So the bill was not laid on the table. '\ ments: motion eannot be considered. 
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788 THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


incor 
Mr. BINGHAM thought they had better send || Mr. BAYLY moved that the House disagree to 
to the Senate after the civil and diplomatic bill. || the amendments of the Senate, and request a com- | 
Mr. WENTWORTH moved that the rules be | mittee of conference. 
suspended, to enable him to present the billthathe | Mr, WENTWORTH asked that the amend- | 
held in his hands. |, ments be read. 
Mr. JONES objected. | The SPEAKER suggested to the gentleman 
The SPEAKER, The Chair has before decided | from Illinois, [Mr. Wentworrn,] that it would 


that it was out of order. \ _ || save time if the House disagreed to the Senate 
fr. WENTWORTH said it was only fixing | amendments, and asked a committee of confer- 
the title of town lots in his own town. | ence. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. | ert insisted that the amendments should 
[A message was here received from the Senate, 4, JOHNSON, of Arkansas, asked if it would 
annougeing the passage by that body, with sundry | }¢ in order to move to concur in the amendments? 


amendments, of the civil and diplomatic bill.} Mr. BAYLY said, he would now adhere to his 
Mr. BAYLY said, that himself and his colleague original purpose, and move to — the rules, 


on the Committee of Waysand Means (Mr. Vix- | jn ‘Order that the House might disagree to the 


ron} had been in the Senate, and heard the amend- Senate amendments, and request a committee of 
ments to the bill. The Senate had made a great || conference. 


many amendments to the bill, and with a view of ||” T,¢ question waa taken upon Mr. Bay.y’s mo- 
— time, he would move that the House reject |) tion, and it was agreed to—ayes 119, noes not 
the whole of them and ask for a committee of con- |! .ounted. 


ference. M y r ° 
r. BAYLY now moved that the House dis- 
ee > ” ” 
ee of Ky ** Agreed!” ‘Agreed !”” | agree to the Senate amendments, and request a 
from all parts of the House. | committee of conference. 








tion for taking the seventh census. 
| 


| 
Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, inquired how they | 
would know whether the committee of conference | 
would report them or not? |, 
Mr. BAYLY. Weare obliged to report them. | 
Mr. FITCH objected. \ 
Mr. BAYLY moved to suspend the rules. I 
The SPEAKER. Itcould not be done until the || 
business of the House is first disposed of, unless 
by unanimous consent. The House were already | 
acting under a suspension of the rules on the mo; | 
tion of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. | 
Duer.} 
Mr. DUER‘ asked if it would be in order to 
withdraw hig bill? 
The SPEAKER replied that it would not. 
Mr. DUER moved that his bill be laid upon the | 
table; which was agreed to. . 
Mr. BAYLY renewed his motion to suspend the | 
rules. 
Mr. FITCH on that motion demanded the 
yeas and nays; but they were not ordered. 
Mr. WENTWORT Did not the Speaker 
declare that this House is without a quorum? 
The SPEAKER has decided that no metion was | 
in order while the bill of the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Duer] was pending. 
Mr. FITCH understood the Chair to make that 
decision on the ground that there was no quorum. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair did not so decide 
it, but on the ground that the motion was pending, 
because on a full vote there wasa quorum of the |! 
House. ae 
‘Tellers were demanded on the suspension of the | 
rules, but were not ordered. 
The question was then taken on suspending the | 
rules, and resulted—ayes 96, noes 15; no quorum |; 
voting. t 
Mr. BAYLY demanded tellers. He was told | 
that there was a quorum in the House. 
The SPEAKER will again divide the House | 
and request genlemen to vote, so that there may | 
be a quorum. 
The question was then taken on suspending the | 
rules, and resulted—ayes 117, noes not counted. 
So the rules were suspended. 


Mr. BAYLY moved that the House non-concur 


i} 


in the amendments of the Senate, and that they | 
ask a committee of conference on the disagreeing | 
votes of the two Houses; and on that he demandat 
the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the | 
main question ordered. 

The question being now upon the motion to 
disagree with the amendments of the Senate, and | 
to request a committee of conference, it was put, i! 
and cafried in the affirmative. 


| 
1 


Mr. BAYLY moved to reconsider the vote just ! 


taken, and to lay the motion to reconsider on the | 
table; which latter motion was agreed to, 


oe That Mr. Bayty, Mr. Vinton, and Mr. Jones | 


be the con 


erees on the part of the House at the said confer- | 
ence. 


THE ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dicxrns, their Secretary, as follows: | 


Mr. Spraxen: The Senate have passed a bill of the 
House (No. 462) entitled “An act making appropriations | 
for the support of the Army for the year ending the 30th of | 
June, 1852,"’ with sundry amendments to, in which [ | 
am directed to ask the coneurrence of the House. 


and moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
|| table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


| part of the House. 


| proceedings of the House on their said amendments. 


'} amendments to the said bill of the House, (No. 


agreed to—two thirds not voting in favor thereof. 


, Janney, General Robert Young, William Morsell, 
| and Samuel Tilliard, and George W. Biscoe, and 


| port thereon, accompanied by a bill (No. 479) for 
their relief; which bill was read a first and second | 


The motion was agreed to, 
Mr. B. moved to reconsider the vote just taken, 


Ordered, ‘That Mr. Jacos Tuompson, Mr. Toomss, and 
Mr. Green be the managers at the said conference on the 


Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the Senate with the 


Subsequently a message was received from the 
Senate, 7 Mr. Dickins, their Secretary, notify- 
ing the House that the Senate insist upon their 


462,) agree to the conference asked thereon, and 
have appointed Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, Mr. 
Brigut, and Mr. Pratt to be conferees on the 
part of the Senate. 


Mr. PENN moved that the rules be suspended, 
so as to enable him to move that the Committee 
of the Whole House be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill of the Senate (No 261) 
entitled ** An aet for thr relief of the West Felici- 
ana Railroad Company;”’ which motion was dis- 





Mr. THOMAS, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee of Claims, to which was referred 
the petitions of the legal representatives of Joseph 


Christopher Neale, assignee, &c., &c., made a re- 


time, committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House, made the order of the day for to-morrow, 
and the bill and report ordered to be printed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred 
the bill of the House (No. 449) “authorizing the 
allowance of interest to the State of New Hamp- 


ea March 4, 
to adopt the practice of the State courts in civil 
| cases,’’ made an adverse report thereon. : 


Ordered, That said bill be laid on the tabi 
port be printed. mand the ny. 
On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, by unani. 
| mous consent, 
Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 4j 
| charged from the further consideration of various satime.. 
| rials of assistant inarshals, praying for additional compensa. 


Mr. THOMPSON, by unanimous consent from 
the same committee, to which were referred the 
| petition of William Alexander, preferring charees 

against J, C, Watrous, United States judge for 
‘the district of Texas; the petition of ‘Christia, 
| Roselius, one of the sureties of William McQueen 
late postmaster at New Orleans; and the resolu. 
| tions of the Legislature of Pennsylvania, relative 
to the distribution of the reports of the United 
| States Supreme Court, made reports thereon: 
'which were severally laid on the table, and or. 
| dered to be printed. 


| Mr. EVANS, of Ohio, by unanimous consei: 
from the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 
| to which were referred the petitions of Nancy 
| Thompson, Philena Phelps, Joshua Pearson et al’, 
| citizens of Delaware county, Pennsylvania; Ra- 
chel McMurphy, widow of Benjamin Cole; and 
| of Samuel Quinton, made adverse reports thereon; 
which were severally laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


Mr. WELLBORN, by unanimous consent, from 
the Committee on the Judiciary, to which was re. 
| ferred the petition of Peter G. Washington, made 
a report thereon, accompanied by a bill (No. 481) 
for his relief; which bill was read a first and sec- 
ond time, committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House, made the order of the day for to-morrow, 
| and the bill and report ordered to be printed. 


| Mr. SCHENCK, by unanimous consent, from 
| the Committee on Naval Affairs, to which was re- 
| ferred the memorial of citizens of New Orleans, 
| proposing to sell a certain property for the use of 
| the Government as the site for a naval depét, made 
| a report thereon; which was laid on the table, and 
| ordered to be printed. 
| On motion by Mr. CROWELL, by unanimous 
| consent— 
| Ordered, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the petition of 
, Simeon Buckner, and that the same be laid on the table. 
On motion by Mr. DUER, the rules having been 
suspended for the purpose, it was 


| Ordered, That the House do now take arecess until nine 
| o’clock, a. m. 








\\ HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay Mornine, March 4, 1841. 


| The House was again called to order at nine 
|| o’clock, a. m. 

| Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, from the 
|| committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
on the amendments made in the Senate to the 





shire for advances made for the use of the United 
States, in repelling invasion and suppressing insur- 
rection at Indian Stream, in said State,’’ reported 
the same without amendment, accompanied by a 
report in writing. 

Ordered, That the said bill be committed to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, and that 
the bill and report be printed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, from the same committee, 
to which was referred the petition of F. Manzy 
and R. G. Ward, reported a joint resolution (No. 
41) for their relief, accompanied by a report in 


| writing; which resolution was read a first and sec- 


ond time, committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House, made the order of the day for to-morrow, 
and the bill and report ordered to be printed. 


circuit and district courts at Erie, in the western 


| district of Pennsylvania;”” which was read a first |! 
and second time, committed to the Committee of |' 


the Whole House on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. THOMPSON, from the same committee, 
to which was referred the bill of the House (No. 


40) ‘authorizing the courts of the United States | 


Mr. THOMPSON, from the same committee, |) 
to which was referred the petition of members of || 
| the bar of Erie county, and citizens of northwest- |! 
ern Pennsylvania, reported a bill (No. 480) ‘ pro- || 
viding for an additional term of the United States | 


Army appropriation bill, made the following re- 
| port: 


| "The committee of conference on the part of the House of 
| Representatives have met the committee of conference on 
| the part of the Senate, on the disagreeing votes between the 
| two Houses on the amendments of the Senate to bill of the 
| House of Representatives entitled “‘ An act making appro- 
| priations for the support ofthe Army for the year ending the 
| 80th of June, 1852,’ and after full and free conference 
| thereon, have agreed that the House recede from its disa- 
| greement to its first amendment; that the House insist on 
| its disagreement to the second amendment; that the House 
| recede from the disagreement to the third amendment; that 

the House insist on its disagreement to the fourth amend- 
| ment; that the House recede from the disagreement to the 
| fifth and sixth amendments; that the House insist on its 
| disagreement to the seventh amendment, and recede from 
_ its disagreement to the eighth amendment ; and recommend 
| to their respective Houses the adoption of this report. 

J. THOMPSON, 

R. TOOMBS, 

JAMES 8. GREEN, 

Committee of House. 
JEFF. DAVIS, 
JESSE D. BRIGHT, 
THOMAS G. PRATT, 
Committee of Senate. 


The following are the amendments of the Senate: 


| No.1. To insert after the item appropriating $2,096,570 
for the pay of the Army, the following: “ Provided, That 
all promotions in the staff department or corps shal} be made 
| asin other corps of the Army.’’ ; 
| . No.2. Increases the appropriation for commutation for 
forage for officers’ horses from $103,776, to €103,960. 
No. 3. Increasesthe appropriation for clothing for the 
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\rmy, camp and garrison equipage, &e., from $102,871, to 


€919,538 60. . : 
“No.4. Increases the appropriation for the medical and 
hospital departinents from $60,375, to $67,395. 

No. 5. In page 8, line 5, insert the word “ which.” 

No. 6. For a survey of the harbor of Mobile in reference 
to its improvement, $5,000, 

No. 7. Atthe end of the billinsert: “ For arrearages prior 

to Ist July, 1815, under the act of Lst May, 1820, in addition 
toan unexpended balance remaining in the Treasury of 
$3,939 03, payable through the Third Auditor’s office, 
e) 500. 
“he. &. Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That of the 
972,000 heretofore appropriated for the payment of eight 
companies of Texas troops, the amount which has been 
paid by the State of Texas, shall be paid to said State or its 
properly-constituted agent; and that the amount due to the 
officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates, be paid to 
each by the Pay Department in the usual manner, estimating 
their pay in accordance with the provisions of the law for 
paying volunteers during the Mexican war, as soon as the 
amount due each shall be ascertained by the accounting 
officersof the Treasury. 


The House concurred in the report of the com- 
mittee of conference. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dicxrns, their Secretary, viz: 


Mr. Speaker: The Senate have concurred in the report 
of the committee of conference, on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses, on the bill of the House, No. 462, entitled 
« An act making appropriation for the support of the Army 
for the year ending 30th June, 1852.”’ 

The Senate have suspended the 16th and 17th joint rules, 
eo far as regards the bills of the House numbered 376, 
463, 297, and resolutions of the House 38 and 39. 


On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Missis- | 


sippi, by unanimous consent— 


Ordered, That the 17th joint rule of the two Houses be 
suspended, so far as relates to the bill of the House No. 
462, and that the Clerk request the concurrence of the Sen- 
ate in suspending the same. 


Mr. THOMPSON moved to reconsider the 
rote by which the House concurred in the report 
of the committee, and to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table; which latter motion was agreed 
to. 

Mr. VAN DYKE asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce the following reso- 
lution: 


Whereas, the Senate, by its resolution of September 28, 


1850, paid to their chaplain the sum of $83 33 for the extra | 


compensation more than was paid to the chaplain of this 
House for like services : Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House pay out of the 
contingent fund thereof, to the Rev. R. R. Gurley, the sum 


of $83 33, as additional compensation for his services during | 


the last session of Congress. 

Mr. HALL objected. 

Mr. VAN DYKE moved to suspend the rules. 

On division, there appeared—ayes 70, noes 44, 

So (two thirds not voting in the affirmative) the 
rules were not suspended. 

Mr. JACKSON, of Georgia, moved to suspend 
the rules, to enable him to move that the commit- 
tee ofthe Whole House on the state of the Union 


be discharged from the further consideration of the || 


bill from the Senate entitled ** An act to provide 
for the removal of obstructions in the river Savan- 
nah, in the State of Georgia.”’ 

The motion to suspend the rules was not agreed 
to—two thirds not voting therefor. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, asked the unan- 


imous consent of the Houseto enable him to move | 


to take up from the Speaker’s table the bill of the 


Senate, No. 422, entitled “‘An act in addition to | 


and amendatory of an act entitled ‘ An act to pro- 
vide for the settlement of the accounts of the offi- 
cers of the Army and Navy, contemplated by the 
second section of an act for the settlement of the 
accounts of public officers and others, who may 
have received moneys arising from military con- 
tributions, or otherwise,’ ’’ approved March 3, 
1849, and explanatory of the same. 

Mr. JONES objected. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved to suspend the rules. 


The question was taken, and the motion was | 


not agreed to—two thirds not voting therefor. 


Mr. WENTWORTH moved that the rules be | 
suspended, te enable him to move to discharge the | 


Committee on the Judiciary from the further con- 
sideration of ‘* A bill to provide for an additional 


term of the United States circuit and district | 


courts at Chicago, in the State of Illinois.” 
The motion was not agreed to. 
CORPORATION OF GEORGETOWN. 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved to sus- 
pend the rules, to enable him to move to discharge 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union from the further consideration of Senate | 





A AS 


| ported—ayes 99, noes 21. 


| the operation thereof the amendment was adopted, 
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bill 162, being ‘‘ An act to enable the Corporation 
| of Georgetown, District of Columbia, to construct 


certain works therein mentioned, and for other 
eS 
he motion was not agreed to. 


COINAGE. 

Mr. PHGENIX asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer the following joint resolution 
in relation to coinage: 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, That the gold coin and bullion deposited by the Gov- 
ernment in the Mint for coinage shall be coined in pieces 
of the denomination of half eagles, quarter eagles, and one 
tenth eagles, in equal amounts respectively. 


Src. 2. And beit further resolved, That gold bullion de- 


posited in the Mint for coinage by individuals shall be coined 
into pieces of double eagles, eagles, half eagles, quarter 
eagles, and one tenth eagles, in equal amounts respectively, 
except otherwise directed by the owner of the bullion so 
deposited; and that the bullion deposited in the Mint afore- 


said shall be coined and returned to the owner thereof in the | 


order it Was deposited in the Mint. 
Sec. 3. And be it further resolved, That of the silver 
coin and bullion deposited in the Mint for coinage, at least 


one half thereof shall be coined in pieces of the denomina- | 


tion of quarter dollars, dimes, half dimes, and in pieces of 
the value of three cents, except otherwise directed by the 
persons owning the same. 


Mr. STRONG objected. 

Mr. PHC NIX moved to suspend the rules. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

REGISTERS AND RECEIVERS. 

Mr. FITCH asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to submit a motion to discharge the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands from the further consider- 
ation of the bill of the Senate (62) entitled ** An 
act granting compensation to registers and receivers 
of the United States land offices for locating Mex- 
ican bounty land warrants.”’ 

Mr. AVERETT objected. 

Mr. FITCH moved to suspend the rules, 

The question being taken, the motion was not 
agreed to. 


BOUNTY TO MEDICAL OFFICERS. 


Mr. NELSON asked the unanimous consent of | 
| the House to enable him to move to take up for | 
| consideration the joint resolution from the Senate, 


No. 45, to provide for placing certain medical 
officers of the Navy who rendered service on land 
in Mexico, upon the same footing with medical 
officers of the Army for similar services. 

Mr. DUNHAM objected. 

Mr. NELSON moved a suspension of the rules. 

The motion to suspend was not agreed to. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN CHICAGO. 

Mr. RICHARDSON asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to submit a motion to discharge 
the Judiciary Committee from the further consid- 
eration of the Senate bill No. 14, entitled “ An act 
to provide for an additional term of the United 
States circuit and district courts at Chicago, in the 
district of Illinois.” 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, objected. 

a RICHARDSON moved to suspend the 
rules. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called for tellers; which 
were ordered; and Messrs. Brices and Rospins 
were appointed, 

And the question being taken, the tellers re- 


So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved to strike out the 
second section of the bill, which provided for ad- 
ditional compensation to the judges of the said 
courts, and moved the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and under 


and the bill was read a third time and passed. 
On motion by Mr. RICHARDSON, the 17th 
joint rule was suspended in relation to said bill. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN VERMONT. 

Mr. PECK asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to take up and consider Senate joint reso- 
lution No. 379, entitled ‘An act changing the 
places of, and fixing the times for, holding the cir- 
cuit and district courts in the district of Vermont.”’ 

Mr. JONES objected. 

Mr. PECK moved to suspend the rules. 

The motion to suspend was not agreéd to. 

BREVET LIEUTENANT GENERAL. 

Mr. TOOMBS asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to enable him to move to take up the 
joint resolution from the Senate (No. 49) authoriz- 
ing the President to confer the title of Lieutenant 
General by brevet for eminent services. 
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Mr. JONES objected. 
Mr. TOOMBS moved to suspend the rules. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, called for tellers; 


| which were ordered, and Messrs. Kine, of Rhode 


Island, and Mason appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 88, noes 53. 

So (two thirds not voting in the affirmative) the 
rules were not suspended. 

ELIZABETH BLACKBURN. 

Mr. MOREHEAD asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to enable him to move that the 
Committee of the Whole be discharged from the 
further consideration of the bill of the Senate enti- 
tled ** An act forthe relief of Elizabeth Blackburn.”’ 
He desired to say that the bill was for the benefit 


| of the widow ofa distinguished officer who died at 
| the city of Vera Cruz, in Mexico. 


The Senate 
had unanimously passed the bill, and the Judicta- 
ry Committee of the House had investigated it 
fully and unanimously reported in its favor. The 
amount was only about $1,000. 
Mr. JONES said that he must — to any 
legislation except on the appropriation bills. 
Mr. MOREHEAD moved to suspend the 
rules. 
The motion te suspend was not agreed to. 
MARGARET HETZEL. 
Mr. JOHN A. KING asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to enable him to move to 
discharge the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union from the further consideration 
2of bill of the Senate (No. 130) entitled ‘ An act 
for the relief of Margaret Hetzel, widow and ad- 
ministratrix of A. R. Hetzel, late assistant quar- 


| termaster in the Army of the United States.’’ 


Mr. JONES objected. 

Mr. KING moved to suspend the rules, and 
asked for tellers; which were ordered. 

And the question being taken, (Messrs. Camr- 
BELL and Haran acting,) it was decided in the 
negative—ayes 54, noes not counted. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

CAPTAIN LEWIS WARRINGTON. 

Mr. MEADE asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to enable him to move that the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House be discharged from the 


| further consideration of the bill of the Senate nti- 


tled ‘* An act for the relief of Captain Lewis War- 
rington.”’ 


Mr. HALL objected. 

Mr. MEADE moved to suspend the rules. 

The motion to suspend was not agreed to. 
TONNAGE BILL AGAIN. 

Mr. DUER moved to reconsider the vote b 


which the House laid on the table House bill 


No. 478, to give the assent of Congress to the 


| passage of an act by the State of New York im- 


posing certain tonnage duties. 
The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 
The question recurred on laying said bill on the 


table; which motion being put, was decided in the 
| negative. 


The question recurred on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

Mr. DUER demanded the previous question; 
which was seconded, and, under the operation 
thereof, the bill was read a third time, and subse- 
quently passed. 


A message was received from the Senate by the 


| hands of Mr. Dicxtns, their Secretary, informing 


the House that the Senate have concurred in the 
amendments of the House to the bill entitled “* An 
act providing for an additional term of the United 








States Circuit and District Courts at Chicago;”’ 

and that they had also concurred in the resolution 

of the House suspending the 17th joint rule of the 

two Houses so far as relates to the said bill. 
CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

Mr. BAYLY, from the committee of conference 
on the part of the House, reported that they had 
met the committee of conference on the part of the 
Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the amendment of the Senate to the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill; and after a full and 
free conference they had agreed to the following 
report: 

The committee of conference on the a votes of 
the two Houses on the bill (H. R. 461) m oe 
tions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1852, and for 
other purposes, having met, and after full and free confer- 


ence, have to recommend, and do recommend to the 
respective Houses, as follows: 





aaa 





That the House concur in the 4th amendment of the Sen- 
ate with amendments as follow: In line 1, strike out 
++ four,’? and insert “ two,” and in line 6, strike out ‘‘ nine,”’ 
and insert “ five.”’ 


and no other person shall be employed ata salary or per 


That the House concur in the 18th amendment with the | 


following amendments: In line 4, strike out “ fifty,’’ and 
insert “ twenty-five,”? and strike out all after “ per an- 
num,’ inline 10, and insertin lieu: “ Provided, That this 
rate of compensation shall continue for the term of two 
years and no longer.’’ 

That the House agree to the 43d amendment of the Sen- 
ate with the following amendment: Insert in line 3, after 
the word “ California,” ** per act third March, one thou 
sand eighthundred and fifty-one.” - 

That the Senate recede from the following amendments, 
viz: Nos, 2,5, 10, LL, 19, 24, 29, 30, 37, 39, and 40. 

And that the House agree tothe following amendments 
of the Senate, viz: Nos. 1, 3, 6,7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 38, 41, 
42, 44, 45, 46, 47, and 43. 

TH. H. BAYLY, 
SAM’L F. VINTON, 
Committee of House. 
R.M. T. HUNTER, 
D. 8. DICKINSON, 
T. EWING, 
Committee of Senute. 
The amendments of the Senate are as follow: 


No. Ll. In page 1, line 8, strike out the following: 

“ Provided, That the mileage of Senators, Representa- 
tives, and Delegates, shall hereafter be computed on the 
usual route as reported by the Post Office Department, by 
winch the mails are transported from the Capitol to the 
residence of such Senator, Representative, or Delegate: 
“And provided, further, That no such member of either 
ornadh of Congress residing east of the Rocky Mountains 
shall reeeive more than £1,000 mileage for each session ; 
and no such Member or Delegate residing westof the Rocky 
Mountains shall receive more than $2,000 mileage for each 
session ; nor shall any member of the Senate receive mile 


age for any session of that body which may be called tay 


meet within thirty days after the adjournment of both 
Houses of Congress, unless the travel for which such mile 
age is charged has actually been performed.”’ 

No. 2. Jn page 12, after line 3, insert: 

“And the laborers employed in the several Executive 
Departments shall receive the same annual compensation 
as is allowed to the Jaborers in the General Land Office.”’ 


No. 3, In page 16, after the paragraph appropriating 
21,875 for the rent and warming of the house on the 
northwest corner of F and 17th streets, the following: 

+ « And the Secretary or Secretaries of the Department or 
Departments to whose accommodation the same may be 


necessary are hereby authorized to lease the said building | 


for the term of five years, at a rate not exceeding $19,500 
per annum.’’ 

No. 4. In page 4, after line 7, insert: 

** For four principal clerks in the Department of State, 
whom the Secretary of State is hereby authorized to ap- 


point, ata salary for each not to exceed 32,000 per annum; | 


and for one clerk, whom the Secretary of State is hereby 
authorized to appoint, at a salary not exceeding 91,400 per 
anuum, #9,400.”” 

No. 5. In page 17, line 12, insert: 

*'To reduce the appropriation of $12,600 to $12,400, for 
the compensation of the Chief of the Bureau of Navy-yards 
and Docks, and ofthe civil engineer, drattsmen, and clerks 
and messengers in his office.’’” And to strike from 
paragraph the following : 

**'lhe chief clerk being restored to the salary he received 
as chief clerk to the late Navy Board,”’ 

No. 6. In page 19: 

Strike out the words * Ist day of March next’ and insert 
the words ** 1851,’? as the date for the continuance of the 
act to carry into effect the convention between the United 
States and the Emperor of Brazil. 


No. 7. In page 21, after line 6, insert: 

* For compensation of the Commissioner on Brazilian 
claims, $3,000. 

‘For compensation of the clerk of said Commissioner, 
£2,000. 

** And the President of the United States shall be, and he 
is hereby, authorized to make such (provision for the con- 
tiagent expenses of the commission as he may deem prop- 
‘ 

No. 8. In page 21, line 5, make the paragraph read, “For 
the salary of the * Consul General,’ instead of § Consul,’ at 
Beirout, 8500." 

No. 9. In page 25, lines 26 and 27. Increase the appro- 
priation for marine hospital at Clev@land, Ohio, from 34,000 
to 312,909 05. 

‘eo. 10. Insert in the bill the following: 

*: For defraying the expense of surveying and marking the 
boundary between the States of Missouri and Iowa, under 
the recent decision and order of the Supreme Court, 
$10,380 41.” 

\». LL. Insert in the bill the following: 

* Vor salary of a clerk to the Supreme Court, at $800 per 


annun, t0 commence on the first day of December, 1850, 
$1.25 3 67.7 ¥ 
No. 12. In page 26, after line 2, after the paragraph ap- 


prope ating 250,600 for continuing the construction of the 
custom-house at New Orleans, the following: 

' P owided, That there shail be no material departure 
from te original adopted plan, or materials contracted for; 
and that the main business room shall remain as contem- 
plated ta said plan: .@nd be it further provided, (the better 
to euable the commissioners to comply with this proviso,) 
The 


fui h at information relating to the anatomical parts of | 
the work, Working drawings, specifications, &c., ata salary 


Hole coceding $8 per day: nd be it also provided further, 
Poot ‘he aeting architect shall be appointed by the Presi- 


deut, by aod with the advice and consent of the Senate, 


she architect and author of said plan be employed to | 


the | 


diem allowance on said building, except the operatives un- 
der the direction of the architect.”’ 


No. 13. In page 26, after line 9, after the paragraph ap- 
propriating 233,000 for continuing the construction of the 
custom-house at Savannah, Georgia, the following: 

“ Provided, further, That all unexpended balances of 
moneys heretofore appropriated and herein appropriated, 
for the improvement of the public grounds in the city of 
Washington shall be expended under the direction of the 
President of the United States, in execution of such plan 
or plans as he may adopt.’? 

No. 14. In page 28, line 5, to increase the appropriation 
for continuing the survey of the western coast of the United 
States by the Superintendent of the Coast Survey, from 


| #50,000 to $100,000. 


No. 15. In page 30, line 15, to increase the appropria- 
tion for the salary of the Governor, three Judges, and Secre- 
tary of the Territory of Oregon, from 39,500 to $10,500. 

No. 16. In page 30, strike out the following: * For sal- 
ary of superintendent of Indian aflairs, [of Oregon, }41,000.”’ 

No. 17. In page 32, after line 9, insert: 

** For surveying the public lands, in addition to the unex- 
pended balance of former appropriations, viz: For survey- 
ing the public lands, including incidental expenses, to be 
apportioned to the several districts, according to the exigen- 


| cles of the public service, the part to be applied to the 


surveys required by the location and survey of private 
claims in Florida, to be disbursed at augmented rates, 
$115,000: Provided, That no land bounty for military ser- 
vices granted by the act of the 28th of September, 1850, en- 
titled an act ‘granting bounty land to certain officers and 
soldiers who have engaged in the military service of the 
United States,’ or by virtue of any other act of Congress 
heretofore passed, granting land bounties for military servi- 
ces, shall be satisfied out of any public land not heretofore 
brought into market and now subjectto entry at private 
sale under existing laws.”’ 

No. 18. Insert in the bill the following: 

** For surveying the public lands and private land claims 
in California, in conformity with the provisions of the acts 
of Congress authorizing similar surveys, %50,000, to be ex- 
pended under the direction of the Department of the Inte- 
rior ; out of which sum is to be paid the compensation of a 
surveyor general, whose salary shall not exceed $4,500 per 
annum, anda register and receiver, whose salaries shall not 
exceed $3,000 each, said officers to be appointed by the | 
President of the United States, by and with the advice and | 
consent of the Senate.”’ f 


No. 19. In page 35, lines2 and 3. To make the paragraph, 
‘for coinpensation of two additional watchmen at the Park, 
$365 each, $730 ;°? read— 

** For compensation of two additional watchmen at the 
Park, each $730, #1,460.°? 

No. 20. To increase the compensation of the public 
gardener from $1,200 to $1,250. 

No. 21. In page 36, after line 9, insert: 

** For improving that part of reservation seventeen, lying 
between New Jersey avenue and Second street, east and 
north of Virginia avenue, ¥2,500.”° 


No. In page 37, line 12, strike out ‘* 10,” and insert 


| 


oO 


““ 


No. 23. In page 35, after line 21, after the appropriation 


| to pay for lighting Pennsylvania avenue, the Departments, 


&e., insert : 
“ Prorided, however, That no contract shall be made for 
a longer term than one year: And that the Commissioner 


| of Public Buildings advertise for proposals for furnishing 
| gas to light the Capitol, President’s House, Pennsylvania 


avenue, and other public grounds, after the lst day of March, 
1852: And that a contract be made with the person offering 
the best terms, under the direction of the Committee on Pub- 
lic Buildings.”’ 


No. 24. Strike from the bill the following: 
‘For refunding to Charles P. Montgomery the duties 


| paid on a bell presented to him at Geneva, for the new 


church adjoining the Literary Institution of St. Joseph’s, 
Perry county, Ohio, $90 60.” 
No, 25. Insert in the bill the following: \ 
** For salary of the clerk in the General Land Office em- 


| ployed upon the Chickasaw business, and hitherto paid out 


| of the Chickasaw fund, from March Ist, 1851, to June 30th, 


1852, $1,873, or so much thereof as may be necessary to pay 
him at the rate of $1,400 per annum, and for any services 
whioh the principal clerk of private land claims may per- 


| form in relation to the Chickasaw fund he may be paid such 


compensation as has been heretofore allowed, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, which 


| ishereby appropriated : Provided, however, That such com- 


pensation is to cease whenever the Secretary of the Interior 
shall direct the services to be discontinued.”’ 

No. 26. Insert in the bill the following: 

** For salary of a clerk in the office of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, heretefore paid out of the Indian fund, from 
Ist March, 1851, to 30th June, 1852, or so much as may be 
necessary, at $1,200 per annum, $1,600.” 


No. 27. Insert in the bill the following: 

* For custom-house in Oregon, $10,000: Provided, That 
the whole cost of the site and building shall not exceed the 
sum herein appropriated.”’ 

No. 28. Insert in the bill the following: 

“Fora cast-iron fence, similar to that recently put up 
around the War and Navy Departments, from the corner of 
the Department of State to the President’s gate, $3,800, or 
so much thereof as may be necessary for this object; to be 
expended under the direction of the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior.” 


No. 29. Insert in the bill the following: 

“For salaries of examiners of drugs, for the fiscal year } 
ending 30th June, 1852, at Boston, New York, Philadel: | 
phia, Baltimore, Charleston, and New Orleans, per act 26th 
June, 1848, and 3d March, 1849, $7,000: Provided, Said | 
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| 
} 
| 


| $800.7? 


| fice of Indian Affairs, authorized by the act of 27th of Feb. 


| for the year ending the 20th June, 1852, $10,000," 


| authorized by the act 27th February, 1851, tor the yea 








examiners of drugs shall be appointed by 
vice and consent of the Senate.” 


No. 30. Insert in the bill the following: 
‘** For clerk to the Commissioner of Public B) 


and with the aq. 


lildings, 


No. 31. Insert in the bill the following: 
* For the payment of the salaries of the clerks in the 


of 


ruary, 1851, for the remainder of the present fiscal year and 
No. 32. Insert in the bill the foliowing: 
“For the pay of the superintendents of Indian afiiirs 
’ 
nooe a 2 r end- 
ing 30th June, 1352, $4,500.” i 
No. 33. Insert in the bill the following: 
‘* For the pay of five Indian agents and their interpretors 
for New Mexico and Utah, authorized by the act 27th Poy. 
ruary, 1851, for the remainder of the present fiseal vear, anq 
for the year ending the 30th June, 1852, $13,666 66. ~ 
No. 34. Insert in the bill the following: 
‘* Por raising the chimneys of the southeast Executiye 


| building and repairing the steps to the western portico there 


of, to be expended under the direction of the Comnissionoy 


| of Public Buildings, 83,000. ”’ 


No. 35. Insert in the bill the following: 

** For continuing the construction of a marine hospital at 
Evansville, Indiana, $15,000: Provided, That the buildine 
is to be completed for the sum now appropriated.” : 

No. 36. Insert in the bill the following: 

** For rebuilding engine house of Columbia Fire Com 


| pany, on Capitol Hill, 32,500.” 


No. 37. Insert in the bill the following : 
“ For compensation to certain deputies, for arduous and 
difficult surveys, executed by them under the appropria 


| tions made by Congress since the 3d March, 184], for thy, 


surveys of detached lines, and those made since the 34 
Mareh, 1845, for the correction of erroneous and detective 


| lines, being the difference between the price paid said dep- 
| uties and that authorized by law, to wit: 


‘* For surveys of detached lines, $1,299 52. 

“For correction of erroneous and defective 
$294 95.” 

No. 38. Insert in the bill the following : 

* For the payment of the money to those entitled under 
the fifteenth article of the treaty between the United States 
and Mexico, concluded February 2d, 1848, according to the 
provisions of the sixth section of an act entitled © An act to 
carry into effect certain stipulations of the treaty between 
the United States of America and the Republic of Mexico 
of the second day of February, 1848, the Secretary of the 
Treasury is hereby authorized to sell the stock to be issued 
under the said sixth section, and to issue it under the sane 
restrictions, limitations and provisions as are contained in 
the second section of an actentitled ¢ An act authorizing the 
issue of Treasury notes and a loan, and approved July 224, 
1846: Provided, however, That the stock so issued shall 


lines, 


| not bear a rate of interest greater than five per centum per 


annum, and that it shall be redeemable in ten years trom its 


| date.’? 


No. 39. Insert in the biil the following : 

**For continuing the publications of the works of the 
Exploring Expedition, including engraving and printing 
charts and pay of the scientific corps and horticulturist, 


$25,000." 


No. 40. Insert in the bill the following : 
‘< For reimbursement of Jonathan Elliot, United States 


| Consul at St. Domingo city, for expenditure in maintaining 
| refugees during the late civil war, 3600.” 


No. 41. Insert in the bill the following: 

** For compensation of three special agents and the neces 
sary interpreters for the Indian tribes of Texas, including 
the purehase of presents authorized by the act of Septem- 
ber, 1850, $15,000." 

No. 42. Insert in the bill the following: 

‘““For defraying the expense of taking a census of the 


| Government and treaty parties of the Cherokees West, 





$2,000.” 


No. 43. Insert in the bill the following : 

‘* For defraying the expenses of settling land claims in 
California, $50,000: Provided, The whole compensation of 
the law-agent shall not exceed $6,000.” 

No. 44. Insert in the bill the following: 

“To A. W. Babbit, as Delegate from the Territory of 
Utah, for mileage and compensation, $2,460. ‘lo W. 8. 
Messervy, as Delegate from New Mexico, for mileage and 
compensation, $2,460.” 

No. 45. Insert in the bill the following: 

** For compensation to John Ryan, a deputy surveyor un- 
der the Surveyor General of Wisconsin and Lowa, $567 7, 
under his contract of the 22d June, 1850.” 

No. 46. Add the following section to the bill: 


“Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That, from and 
after the passage of this act, in lieu of the compensation now 


| allowed by law for his services, there shall be paid here- 


after to each of the assistantand deputy collectors and prill- 
cipal appraisers at the ports of Boston, New York, Phila 

delphia, Baltimore, and New Orleans, $2,500 per annum; 
and the assistant appraisers at the ports of Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia, and New Orleans shall each hereafter 
receive for his services $2,000 per annum: Provided, Thay 
the entire expense of collecting the revenue shall not be in- 
creased, the Secretary of the Treasury being hereby directed 
and required to cause such a pro rata reduction to be made 
in the number of persons, and in the fees now allowed by 
law to officers employed in the collection of the revenue 4s 
in his discretion may be just and expedient to an extent 
which will provide the additional compensation hereby se 

cured to the said appraisers and assistant appraisers ; and 
the compensation of the collector and inspector of the rev- 
enue at the port of Milwaukie, in Wisconsin, shall here- 
after be the same as that of the collector and inspector of 
the customs at Chicago, Illinois; and the same shall be 
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aid outof the sum appropriated for the collection of the 
revenue w 


No. 47. Add the following section to the bill: 

i Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That the district judge 
for the district of Texas be, and he is hereby required to hold 
terms of his court annually at Austin, Tyler, aud Browns- 
ville, at each of W hich places he be authorized to appoint a 
elerk at each of said places, and the marshal and district 
atorney for said district shall attend upon said county, and 
the judge may order transfers of cases asin his judgment 
ystice nay require, and direct at what places suits agaihst 
‘arties residing in particular counties may be brought.” 


No. 48. Add the following section to the bill: 

—. And be it further enacted, That so much of 
the act of 30th September, 1850, as declares that ‘ the com- 
nensation of the watchmen in the various Departments of 
Government shall be 3900 per annus,’ shall be construed 
toinclude the watcgmen of the Navy Yard at Washington.” 

Mr. BAYLY desired simply to say that nearly 
every one of the amendments of the Senate was to 
carry out some law which had been passed since 
the bill lett the House. He now moved the pre- 
vious question. : 

Mr. FITCH inquired of the Speaker if he could 
have the privilege of asking the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means a question? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana 
can have that privilege. é 

Mr. FITCH. I wish to know of the chairman, 
if one of the Senate amendments, in which the 
committtee of conference recommend our concur- 
rence, is not an amendment to the. House bill by 
which the provision in the bill regulating mileage 
is struck out ? 

Mr. BAYLY answered, that a bill regulating 
mileage having passed both bodies, the House 
committee on conference had agreed to the Sen- 
ate amendment striking out that provision. 

Mr. FITCH. The bill which has passed Con- 
gress upon the subject of mileage is altogether a 
different affair from the provision in the etvil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill in relation to the 
same subject, and which provision the Senate 
amendment proposes to strike out. The bill 
which has passed operates almost exclusively upon 
the Senate, and only to prevent a construction of 
the law regulating mileage; which no Senator, 
having a decent regard for his own reputation or 
for public opinion, would previously have insisted 
upon. The provision in this appropriation bill, 
on the same subject, operates upon both ends of 
the Capitol, and prevents a wrong which the pres- 
ent law not only encourages, but renders almost 
absolutely imperative. I trust, therefore, that the 
report of the committee in this respect will not be 
concurred in. There are other objections to a 
concurrence in the committee’s report; among not 
the least of which is the fact, that of many of the 
amendments which that report a cepts, we are 
ignorant; and the chairman appears determined, 
by calling the previous question, that we shall re- 
main Now, sir, I will not vote in the dark— 
will not vote for a measure affecting, in important 
particulars, for good or evil, the interests of the 
country. Many of those amendments I predict 
will be found highly objectionable, if not mis- 
chievous. I care not, therefore, if the whole bill 
is lost by our refusing to concur—though of such 
loss there is very little danger—but still trust the 
House will so refuse. I shall endeavor to obtain 
the yeas and nays upon concurrence. This at- 
tempt upon the part of the Committee of Ways 
and Means to coerce the House into the adoption 
of ameasure the details of which they will notin- 
form us of, or permit us to examine, is a legislative 
tyranny, and an outrage, to which we ought not 
to submit. 

Mr. GREEN asked if it was not proposed to 
authorize the issue of $5,000,000 Treasury notes? 

Mr. BAYLY said that it was proposed to au- 
thorize a ten years’ loan at five per cent, 

Mr. FITCH hoped that the House would not 
concur. 

_Mr. JONES said that the committee of con- 
ference recommended that the House should re- 
cede from its non-concurrence in the Senate amend- 
ment relating to mileage. He was for adhering to 
the provisions of the bill, even to its loss. The 

Senate had also put in what had been stricken out 
in the House—the appropriation for surveys of 

public lands, , 

Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous question. 

The previous question having been seconded, 
the main question was ordered; which main ques- 
tion was on concurring in the report of the com- 
mittee of conference. 

Mr. FITCH demanded the yeas and nays. 
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Mr. BAYLY. If the yeas and nays be called, 


the bill cannot be enrolled. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, called for | 


the reading of the amendments. 
Mr. BAYLY. It will take an hour, at least. 
Mr. THOMPSON said it was unreasonable to 


require a vote upon the bill and amendments when 


they had never been reported to the House. 

Mr. FITCH demanded the yeas and nays, and 
tellers on the yeas and nays; and tellers were or- 
dered. ; 

Mr. BAYLY said, if the question was taken by 
yeas and nays, the bill would not be enrolled in 
time, and would be lost. 

And the question being taken by tellers, (Messrs. 

3orp and Gentry acting,) was decided in the 
negative—ayes 29, noes 120. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
the report of the committee of conference, and 
was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the House had concurred in the report of the 
committer ’ conference, and to lay that motion 
on the table; which | 's agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. 17th joimt rule 
of the two C pended to enable the 
civil and diplomatic bill to be sent to the President 
for his signature. 


itter motion wi 
JONES, the 
Houses was sus 


A message was subsequeutly received from the 
Senate announcing the adoption of the report of 


| the committee of conference on the civil and dip- 


lomatic bill, and the adoption of the resolution of 
the House suspending the 17th joint rule in re- 
gard to it. 

On motion by Mr. HOLMES, 


consent, 


by unanimous 
Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal from 


the files of the House of the petition and papers of Harriet 
Ashby, widow of Major Ashby. 


TONNAGE DUTIES. 

Mr. McLANRE, of Maryland, asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to enable him to intro- 
duce a bill giving the assent of Congress to the 
several States to lay imposts on tonnage duties of 
vessels for the improvement of rivers and harbors. 

Mr. SPAULDING objected. 

Mr. McLANE moved to suspend the rules. 

Mr. CLINGMAN called forthe yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; and, being taken, were—yeas 
89, nays 89; as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Averett, Bayly, Beale, Bell, 
Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brisbin, 
E. C. Cabell, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Chandler. Cleveland, Clingman, Conger, Danner, Deberry, 
Dimmick, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Edmundson, Ewing, 
Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, Gilbert, Hall, Hamilton, Haral 
son, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Hibbard, Hilliard, Holladay, 
Holmes, Houston, Howard, Hubbard, Inge, Joseph W. 
Jackson, Andrew Jobnson. Robert W. Jolinson, Jones, 
Julian, La Sére, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, Me Donald, 
McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, Sleade, Mill 
son, Morris, Morse, Morton, Owen, Parker, Peaslec, Peck, 
Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robinson, Ross, Sawtelle, 
Schermerhorn, Seddon, Richard H. Stantou, Alexander H. 
Stephens, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, T 
Waldo, Weliborn, Wentworth, Whittlesey, 
Wilmot, Woodward, Wright, and Young—&¥. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashmun, Bay, Bennett, Bingham, Bokee, Bowie, 
Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Butler, Joseph Cable, Cal- 
vin, Campbell, Cartter, Clarke, Cole, Crowell, Dickey, 
Dixon, Duncan, Eliot, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, 
Fowler, Freedley, Gentry, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hallo- 
way, Hampton, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Howe, Wil 

| tiam 'T’. Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, George G. King, 
James G. King, John A. King, Levin, Horace Mann, Mar 
| shall,Matteson, McGaughey, McKissock, Meacham,Moore, 
Morrison, Nelson, Ogle, Olds, Otis, Outlaw, Phanix, Pit- 
man, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Robbins, Rockwell, 
| Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Savage, Schenck, Schoolerait, 
Silvester, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Thaddeus 


oomba, 


Wildrick, 


Stevens, Strong, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, | 


Underhill, Van Dyke, Watkins, White, and Williams—s9. 
Se the rules were not suspended. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mittarp P. Firimorg, his 
Private Secretary, notifying the House that he 
did on this day approve and sign a bill of the fol- 
lowing title, viz: ‘* An act making appropriation 
| for the support of the Army for the year ending 

the 30th of June, 1852.”’ 


| DEAD LETTERSIN CALIFORNIA AND OREGON. 
Mr. BOKEE asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to enable him to take up a joint resolu- 
tion from the Senate in relation to dead letters in 
the post offices in California and Oregon, and for 
| other purposes, 


Mr. AVERETT objected. 
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Mr. BOKEE moved to suspend the rules. 

Mr. SWEETSER called for tellers; which were 
ordered. 

And the question being taken, (Messrs. Camp- 


BELL and Hami.row acting,) it was decided in the 
affirmative—aves 97, noes 28. : 


So the rules were suspended. 


Mr. BOKEE demanded the previous question. 

Mr. THURSTON appealed to the gentleman 
to withdraw the demand for the pgevidus question, 
to allow him to say a word or two. 

Mr. BOKEE declined to do so. 

Mr. JONES moved to lay the resolution on the 
table, and called for the yeas and nays. 


rhe yeas and nays were ordered; and the call 
had been commenced; when 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

A message was received from the Senate an- 
nouncing the passage by that body of the Navy 
appropriation bill, with sundry amendments. The 
amendments are as follow: 

No. 1. Insert at the end of the paragraph appropriating 
$550,080 for commission, Warrant, and petty officers, and 
seamen, including engineers and marines attached to vessels 
for sea service, the following : 

* Provided, That no commutation of rations shall be al 
lowed except to officers and their attendants, and for the 
spirit part of the ration; and no person not actually at- 
tached to and doing duty on board a sea-going or receiving 
vessel, and the petty officers, seamen, and ordinary seamen 
attached to the ordinary of the navy-yards, shall be allowed 
a ration: .2nd provided, further, That no rations stopped 
for the sick on board vessels shall be credited to the hos 
pital fund, but shall remain and be accounted for by the 
purser as part of the provisions of the vessels; and that the 
rations of officers and others of the Navy, sent to hospitals 
on shore, shall be credited to the hospital fund at the cost 
only thereot; and the chief of the bureau of provisions and 
clothing, with the approbation of the Secretary of the Navy, 
shall prescribe all such regulations in relation to stopping 
such rations as will insure a faithful accountability for the 
rations stopped for the sick on board vessels, and to insure 
due credit to the hospital fund for the rations at cost of those 
sent to the hospitals on shore; the said regulations to go 
into effect on the first day of the succeeding month atter their 
official receipt at yards, stations, and on b 

No. 2 

* Provided, That the said increased service on the Pacifie 
side shall be at a rate not exceeding the rate now paid for 
Pacific service, and to be performed in the steamships built 
according to the specifications, and subject to all the clauses 


” 


rd vessels. 


In the following proviso, viz 


of the A. Harris contract, beneficial to the United States”’ 
Strike out the words * the rate,’’ and insert in lieu there 
of the words “ seventy-five per cent upon the amounts.”’ 


No. 3. To add at the end of the above proviso the follow 
ing: 

‘And the Postmaster General is hereby authorized to in 
clude in this arrangement such a provision for the trans 
portation of the letter mails only in the steamships of the said 
contractors running between New York and Chagres, and 
as in his opinion the publie service may demand, not ex- 
ceeding in the whole the amount herein limited.’’ 

‘ 


Yo. 4. Strike out the words “usual rate,”’ and insert in 
lieu thereof, the words * three fourths,’’? in the clause 
providing ‘*that the compensation of the semi-monthly 





service ¢ 





ready performed between Panama, and California, 
and Oregon, and for such service for the coming year, shall 
not exceed the usual rate at which additional mail service 
may be ordered under existing laws, and shall be paid out 
of any unexpended balance oi money heretofore appropria 
ted for mail steatm service.”’ 


No. 5. Strike out from the provision on the same subject 
the following : 

“ Provided, further, That in time of peace, or while war 
is not threatened, the steamers employed in carrying the 
United States mail between New York and Liverpool shail 
be placed under the exclusive control of, and oifteered by 
the contractors, E. K. Collins and his associates: Pro 
vided, The same shall be done with the consent of the con 
tractors 

No. 6. Strike out the following : 

‘+ And provided, further, That the Postmaster General in 
the transportation of the United States mails to California 
and Oregon, shall be required to select the route by which 
the same can be transported in the shortest time, 
most economical terms; and that no new contract shall be 
made under the authority hereby conferred fora longer term 
than four years; and if hereafter, during the existence oi 
any such contract. the Postmaster General shall become 
saticfied that the mail ean be transported in shorter time, 
and on more favorable terms, he may annul such contract, 
paying to the contractor or contractors such amount ot in 
demnitv as shall have been first approved and authorized 
by Congress: Provided, further, That betore making any 
such contract he shall give at least sixty days notice by ad 
vertisement in the usual way in such cases: Provided, 
further, That this provision shall not be construcd to inter 
fere with any existing contract” — 

And insert the following: 

“ Provided, That whenever a better route 
Atlantic and Pacific oceans is established, the Secretary of 
the Navy and the Postmaster General are authorized to 
agree with the present contractors for the Pacific line to 
change the terminus of the additional semi-mounthly ser 
vices hereby authorized, so as to secure the advantage of 
increased dispatch and economy; and in case the reduction 
of compensation for the éhange of service be not agreed ou 
between the parties, the same shall be referred to Congress, 
And the Postmaster General is also authorized to make cor 


indont 





between the 


| responding arrangements with the present contractors for 
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the transportation of the mail from New York to Chagres, 
for the change of the terminus of their route, And, until 
such better route be established, the Postmaster General 
shall be, and hereby ts, authorized to enter into contracts, 
or to make suitable arrangements for transporting the mails 
between Chagres and Panama with regularity and dispatch: 
Provided, ‘The rate of compensation shall not exceed twen- 
ty-two cents per pound, and shall cease on the establish- 
ment of any new route between the two oceans offering | 
greater dispatch and economy ”’ | 
No. 7. Increase the appropriation for the navy-yard at | 
Brooklyn, New York, from $100,000 to $150,000, 
No. 8. Strike out the following : | 
“ For the eémpietion of the naval dept at New Orleans, 
$80,716: Provided, That no part of this money shall be 
drawn from the Treasury until the Secretary of the Navy 
shall be satisfied that the appropriation hereby made will | 
complete the work.’’ 
Add at the end of the bill the following additional sec- | 
tions : | 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That in time of peace, | 
or while war is not threatened, the steamers employed in | 
carrying the United States mail between New York and | 
Liverpool shall be placed under the exclusive control of, 
and officered by the covtractors, E. K. Collins and bis asso- 
ciates: Provided, The same shall be done with the consent 


Sno. 3. And be it further enacted, That if any assistant 
engineer shall have been absent from the United States, on | 
duty, at the time others of his date were examined, be shall, | 
if not rejected at a subsequent examination, be entitled to | 
the same rank with them; and if from any cause his rela- | 
tive rank cannot be assigned to him, he shall retain his ori- | 
ginal position on the register. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the rule estab- 
lished in the preceding section shall be applied to the cases 


| 
of Joshua Follansbee and B. F. Isherwood, who were pre- | 


vented, by reason of their absence on duty, from being pres- 
ent at the examination ordered for officers of their date. 
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That for continuing 
the preparation and publication of the works of the Explor- 
ing Expedition, including the pay of the scientific corps, 


care of property, payment for printing and paper, and other || 


contracts under the law of 1842, authorizing the preparation 
and publication of said works, $25,000. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Navy be directed to cause the wreck of the steamer 
Missouri to be removed from the harbor of Gibraltar, in such 
mode as he shall deem expedient, by contract or otherwise, 
and that $80,000 be, and hereby is appropriated, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, as may 
be necessary to defray the expense of removing said wreck. | 


On motion by Mr. BAYLY, by unanimous 
consent, the House enone at once to the con- 
sideration of said bill and amendments; when the 


amendments were severally concurred in. 


Mr. B. moved to reconsider the vote by which || 


the amendments were concurred in, and to wy the 
motion to reconsider on the table; which la 
motion was agreed to. 


POST ROUTE BILL. 


On motion by Mr. POTTER, by unanimous 
consent, the House proceeded to consider the post 
route bill, with the amendments of the Senate 
thereto; when the amendments were concurred in. 

The 17th joint rule was suspended, so far as the 
same related to this bill. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Dicxins, 
their Secretary: 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have passed a resolution sus- 
pending the 17th joint rule of the two Houses, so far as 
relates to bills of the House numbered 461, 462, and 474. 


In which I am directed to ask the concurrence of this 
House. 


And then he withdrew. 
DEAD LETTERS IN CALIFORNIA AND OREGON, 


The SPEAKER stated that the pending ques- 

tion was on the motion of the gentleman been 
Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] to lay on the table the | 
joint resolution intreduced by the gentleman from | 
Ness York, (Mr. Boxeer.] On that motion the 

yeas and nays were being taken, and the call of 

the roll would now be resumed. 

Mr. OTIS said that he rose to a privileged | 
question in relation to the naval appropriation 
bill. He understood that the committee had 

reed to an amendment 

The SPEAKER called the gentleman to order. | 

Mr. OTIS wished to inquire how it happened 
that it was not (*¢ der!” ** order !’’) 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 
Maine was out of order. 


COMMITTEE TO WAIT ON THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. 
make a motion which, I believe, will receive the 
unanimous assent of the House. It is the usual 
motion, that a committee be now appointed to 
wait upon the President, and inform i that, if 
he has no further communication to make to the 
House, we are ready to adjourn sine die. 


No objection being madé, the motion was | 
agreed to; and 











} 

| 
of the contractors. | 
| 

| 

| 

| 


tter | 


I desire to | 


| The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. Tnomrson, 
|of Mississippi, Scuenck, and McDowe tt, as 
| said committee. 


| DEAD LETTERS IN CALIFORNIA AND ORE- 


GON AGAIN. 
The Crerx then resumed the call of the roll on 
| the motion to lay on the table the resolution 
brought up by Mr. Boxee. 
The call 
| was—yeas 48, nays 86—as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Averett, Bayly, Bis- 


sell, Bocock, Bowlin, Boyd, Cartter, Cleveland, Dauner, 
Dimmick, Doty, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Feather- 


Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Julian. Littlefield, 
Marshali, McDowell, McGaughey, McLanahan, Moore, 
Morris, Morrison, Parker, Peaslee, Robbins, Savage, Saw- 
telle, Seddon, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, James Thompson, and Wildrick—48. 


George A. Caldwell, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clingman, 


Durkee, Eliot, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Gentry, 
Gott, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Haralson, [Isham G. 
Harris, Haymond, Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, Howard, Hun 
ter, Joseph W. Jackson, William T. Jackson, James L. 
Jobnson, George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, 
Preston King, Horace Mann, Mason, Matteson, Meacham, 


ett, Schenck, Schermerhorn, Schooleratt, Shepperd, Sil- 
vester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Underhill,- 
Waldo, Watkins, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wilmot, and 
Wright—s6. 

So the bill was not laid on the table. 

The question then recurred 6n seconding the 
demand for the previous ae 

The previous question having been seconded, 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays on 
| ordering the main question to be put; and they 
were ordered. Pending this 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Dicxiys, 
their Secretary: 


tory of the act approved September 28, 1850, entitled ‘ An 
act granting bounty land to certain officers and soldiers who 
| have been engaged in the military service of the United 
| States,’’’ with amendments. 


| In which I am directed to ask the eoncurrence of this 
| House. 
i 
| 


And then he withdrew. 

CENSUS. 

| Mr. BISSELL called the attention of the House 
| to the fact, that no resolution had been passed 
} 


authorizing the printing of the abstract of the 
seventh census. 


to that now. 


a resolution directing copies to be distributed, but 
none directing the printing of them. He hoped 
that by unanimous consent he should be allowed 


to introduce er resolution for that purpose. 
Mr. JONES objected. 


| DEAD LETTERS IN CALIFORNIA AND OREGON. 


The yeas and nays were then taken on order- 
ing the main question to be put, and resulted— 
yeas 102, nays 65—as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Andrews, Ash- 
mun, Bayly, Beale, Bell, Bennett. Bokee, Booth, Bow 


don, Bowie, Bowlin, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, | 


Butler, George A. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, 
Chandler, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Deberry, Dixon, Doty, 
Duer, Eliot, Nathan Evans, Ewing, Fowler, Freedley, Gen- 


try. Gilbert, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hampton, Haralson, | 


Haymond,Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Holmes, Houston ,Howe, 
Hunter, Joseph W. Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, 
George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Horace 
Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, Mattesou, McDowell, Mc- 
Gaughey, McKissock, Meade, Moore, Morehead, Morrison, 
| Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Outlaw, Phenix, Pitman, Potter, 


Putnam, Reed, Richardson, Risley, Rockwell, Rose, Ross, | 


Rumsey, Sackett. Savage, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Sil- 
| vester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Richard H. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. 
Thompson, Toombs, Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, Well- 
born, Whittlesey, Williams, and Wright—102. 

NAY S—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Averett, Bay, Bocock, 
Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Joseph P. Caldwell, Cartter, 
Cleveland, Crowell, Danner, Dickey, Dimmick, Disney, 
Duncan, Dunham, Edmundson, Featherston, Fitch, Fuller, 
Gerry, Gilmore, Green, Hall, Hamilton, Harlan, Isham G. 
| Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Holladay, Hubbard, Inge, 

William T. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Julian, Le- 
| vin, Littlefield, Mason, McDonald, McLanahan, McMul- 

len, Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, Otis, Parker, Peaslee, 
| Peck, Powell, Robbins, Root, Sawtelle, Schenck, Seddon, 

Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Waldo, 
| Wildrick, Wilmot, Woodward, and Young—65. 
| 


So the main question was ordered, which main 
question was first on ordering the joint resolution 
to a third reading. 


| Mr. THURMAN, from the Committee on Ey. 


' 


of the roll being completed, the result | 


ston, Fitch, Green, Hamilton, Harlan, |folladay, Holmes, | 


NAYS--Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Beale, Bokee, Booth, | 
Bowdon, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Butler, || 


Cole, Conger, Deberry, Dickey, Disney, Dixon, Duncan, | 


Meade, Morehead, Ogle, Olds, Otis, Owen, Pheenix, Pit- | 
man, Potter, Reynolds, Risley, Rose, Ross, Rumsey, Sack- | 


Mr. Speaker: The Senate have passed the resolution 
of the House (No. 29) entitled “Joint resolution explana- | 


Mr. JONES said that it was too late to attend | 


Mr. BISSELL thought the House had passed | 
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rolled Bills, reported that the committee had ex- 

| amined bills of the following titles, viz: 

| H.R. 461—An act making appropriations for 

| the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the year ending Saies 30, 1852, and for 

other purposes. 

| H.R. 475~An act to establish certain 
roads in the United States 
thereof. 

H.R. 474—An act making appropriations for 
the naval service for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 3852. 

[The Speaker here (ten minutes to twelye 
o’clock) signed the Navy bill, and the civil and 

| diplomatic bill.] ° 


DEAD LETTERS IN OREGON, ETC.. AGAIN, 
Mr. HALL moved to lay the bill upon the 

table. 

| Mr. JONES ealled for the yeas and nays; ang 

| they were ordered. ; 

Several Mempers hoped that the call for the 
yeas and nays would be withdrawn. 

The SPEAKER stated that by unanimous con- 
sent the yeas and nays could be considered as not 
ordered, and the bill as laid on the table. 

Mr. MORSE objected. 

The SPEAKER. Then the call must be pro- 
ceeded with. 

The Crerx commenced the call of the roll; 
when 


pr 1 post 
and the Territories 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mittarp P. Ficimorg, his 
Private Secretary, notifying the House that he did, 
on this day, approve and sign bills of the follow- 
ing titles, viz: 

H. R. 461—An act making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1852, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 475—An act to establish certain post 
routes in the United States and Territories thereof. 


CENSUS AGAIN. 


Mr. BISSELL rose and asked the unanimous 
_ consent of the House to offer a resolution to pro- 
vide for the printing of the seventh census. 
Mr. STEPHENS objected. 
Mr. BISSELL moved to suspend the rules. 
The SPEAKER stated that pending the call of 
the roll, that motion could not be made. 


DEAD LETTERS IN OREGON, ETC., AGAIN. 


The Crierx resumed the call of the roll, but was 
again interrupted by 

Mr. MEADE, who asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to offer a resolution, the pur- 
port of which was not ascertained. 

Mr. CONGER objected. 

Mr. THURMAN (at three minutes to twelve) 
reported from the Committee on Enrolled Bills the 
naval appropriation bill for the signature of the 
| Speaker. 

Mr. TOOMBS desired to ask the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means if any amend- 
ment had been made in the Senate in relation to 
a dry-dock in California? If there had been, he 
desired to call the attention of the House and of 
the country to the fact that no such amendment 
had passed the House. 

The SPEAKER ealled the gentleman to order. 
| The SPEAKER signed the naval appropriation 

bill. 

Precisely at twelve o’clock a message was re- 
ceived from the Senate announcing that the Sen- 
ate had passed the light-house appropriation bill. 

| (Great excitement in the Hall.) 

Several Members. ‘* Too late.” 

Other Voices. ‘* Theclockis wrong.” ‘‘ Hold 
on to the light-houge bill.” 

The SPEAKER. The House will recollect 
that they have appointed a committee to wait on 
the President of the United States. The Chair 

will be disposed to wait for their return a few 
minutes. 

At two minutes past twelve o’clock, Mr. 
THURMAN reported back the light-house ap- 
propriation bill; which received the signature of 
the Speaker. 

The Crere was proceeding with the call of the 
| roll on the dead letter bill, when— : 

A message was received from the President of 
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‘ye United States, by Mitrarp P. Firtmore, his 

private Secretary, notifying the House that he did 

» this day approve and sign a bill of the follow- 
x title, VIZ: 


“YH. R. 474—An act making appropriations for | 


the naval service for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1852. 4 

Mr. BOYD rose to a point of order. 

The SPEAKER. No point of order can be 
sptertained whilst the call of the roll is proceed- 


“\t six minutes past twelve, a message was re- 


-eived from the Senate announcing that the Sen- | 


ve had agreed to suspend the 17th joint rule so 


fp as it related to the light-house appropriation | 


- : 
bill. ; 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mituarp P. Fitimore, his 


Private Secretary, notifying the House that he did || 


» this day approve and sign a bill of the follow- 
ing title, viz: . ag 

H. R. 297—An act making appropriations for 
iht-houses, light-boats, buoys, &c., and pro- 
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lutions, which were ordered to lie on the table and 
be printed: 


| Resolutions in relation to the payment of Plattsburg vol 


| 
| 
| 
j 
j 
1} 
| 
{ 
j 
j 
} 
| 
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viding for the erection and establishment of the 


same, and for other purposes.”’ 


At eight minutes past twelve, Mr. RICHARD- | 
SON rose to a question of order, and desired to | 


know if the time for closing the session had not 
arrived ? 


The SPEAKER said that allowance must be | 


made for difference of time. 

DEAD LETTERS IN OREGON, ETC., AGAIN. 
The CLterk resumed the call of the roll on the 

proposition to lay on the table the resolution of 

the Senate, No. 50, concerning dead letters in the 

post offices of California and the Territory of 


Oregon, and for other purposes, and had pro- | 


cressed thus far— 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Averett, 
Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Cartter. Cleveland, Disney, 
Doty, Dunham, Edmundson, Fitch, Fuller, Gilmore, Hall, 
Hamilton, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Holladay, Howard, Inge, Andrew Johnson, Robert W. 
Johnson, Julian, Millson, Morris, Morton, Olds, and Orr— 


NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, 
Andrews, Ashmun, Beale, Bell, Bokee, Booth, Bowie, 
Boyd, Breck, Briggs, Buel, Burrows, Butler, Campbell, 
Casey, Chandler, Clingman, Cole, Conger, Crowell, De- 
berry, Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, Duer, Eliot, Alexander 
Evans. Nathan Evans, Ewing, Featherston, Fowler, Gen- 
try, Gilbert, Gott, Gould, Green, Grinnell, Hampton, Hen- 
ry, Hibbard, Hilliard, Holmes, Howe, Hubbard, Joseph W. 
Jackson, William T. Jackson, James L. Johnson, Kerr, 
George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Levin, 
Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Mason, Matteson, 
MeDonald, McGaughey, McKissock, McMullen, Meach- 
an, Meade, Moore, Morehead, Morrison, Morse, Ogle, 
Owen, Putnam, Reed, Robbins, Robinson, Rockwell, Rose, 
Rumsey, Sackett, and Sawtelle—82. 


At nine minutes past twelve, Mr. THOMP- 


SON, of eee from the committee appoint- || 


ed to wait on the President to inform him that if 


he had no further communication to make, the | 


House was ready to adjourn, reported that they 
had performed that duty, and that the President 
had informed them that he had no further commu- 
nication to make to Congress. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved that the 
House adjourn sing die; which was agreed to. 
_ Mr. Speaker Coss addressed the House as fol- 
LOWS: 
Gentlemen of the House of Representatives: 

Our labors are now closed. 
moned to the posts from which we are now about 


We were sum- | 


Bay, George A. | 


unteers. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, 
That our Senators in Congress be instructed, and our Repre- 
sentatives requested, to use their exertions for the passage 
of a law for the speedy payment of all those who volun- 
teered their services to repel the British in their invasion of 
Plattsburg in 1814, who have received no compensation 
for said services, nor for money by them expended while in 
the service of their country. 

Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor be requested 
to transmit a copy of the foregoing resolution to each of our | 


| Senators and Representatives in Congress. 


State or VERMONT, SECRETARY OF STATE’s OrFicr, 
Monrtre ier, November 14,1850. 4 
I hereby certify that the foregoing are correct copies of 
resolutions adopted by the General Assembly of this State, | 
on file in this office. 
FERRAND F. MERRILL, Secretary of State. 


Resolutions in relation to the establishment of a line of 
steamships between the United States and Africa. 

Whereas the Naval Committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the Congress of the United States reported, in | 
August, 1850, a bill in favor of the establishment of a regular 
line of mail steamships to the western coast of Africa, and 
thence by the Mediterranean and Spain to London: | 

And whereas a profitable and advantageous commerce | 
might be opened, and indefinitely extended, with the west- | 
ern coast of Africa and the adjoining territories : 

And whereas such aline would greatly aid in colonizing, 
by their own choice, the free people of color of this country 
in Liberia: 

And whereas this measure would be greatly destructive to 
th¢ existing slave trade, and promotive of peace, and an 
extension of all the meliorating and beneficial influences of 
commerce, wheréver said steamships should visit: there- | 
fore, 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of Vermont, That our Senators and Representatives in 
Congress be requested to use all suitable and constitutional 
means to secure the construction of said steamships for the 
establishment of said line, and for the promotion of the ob- 
jects contemplated by the said bill. 

State or Vermont, Secrerary or State’s Orrice, } 

Monrtee.ier, November 14, 1850. § 

I hereby certify, that the foregoing are correct copies of 


| resolutions adopted by the General Assembly of this State, 
| on file in this office. 


to retire at an exciting and important period of | 


ourhistory. And whilst there may very properly 
exist a diversity of opinion as to the various meas- 
ures which we have adopted, we may, at least in 


this closing scene, unite in the patriotic hope that | 
in the future ee and prosperity of our com- | 


mon country will be illustrated the wisdom of our 
action. 


Gentlemen, I return you my sincere thanks for || 


the flattering manner in which you have been 
pleased to speak of my official conduct. When I 
irst took this chair, I ventured to offer you the 
pledge of an honest effort firmly, faithfully, and 
impartially to discharge its duties. I have en- 
deavored, in good faith, to redeem that pledge; 
and now, as I retire from this post, I feel uneon- 
scious of ever having done intentional injustice to 
any member of this body. It remains for me to 


FERRAND F. MERRILL, Secretary of State. 





House or Rerresenratives, February 28, 185). 
Sir: I discovered late this session, in looking over the 
Congressional Globe for the first session of the Thirty- 
first Congress, page 1993, the following language, which I 
did not see at the time of publication, or it would then have 
been corrected : 


“Mr. EVANS, of Maryland. WhenTI spoke some time 
ago of the public printer as a scoundrel, why did Mr. Ritchie 
say I called him a scoundrel then ?”’ 


My observation was as follows: | 
“When I spoke some time ago of the public printing 


as a swindle, why did Mr. Ritchie say I called him a 
swindler?” 


And in Mr. McLane’s reply, the word “ swindler’? should 
also be inserted in place of “ scoundrel.’’? I never called 
the public printer a seoundrel at any time. 

By making this correction in the Congressional Globe for 
this session, you will much oblige yours, very respectfully, 


ALEXANDER EVANS. 
Joun C. Rives, Esq. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, February 28, 1851. 

The PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before the 
body a communication from the ee che ee of 
War, made in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 26th ultimo, transmitting the report 
ot William H. Sidell’s survey of a route for a 
railroad from the Great Bend, on the Red river, to 
Providence, on the Mississippi river; which was 
read. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, or- 
dered that it be printed. 

The PRESIDENT of the Senate also presented 
resolutions of the Legislature of Pennsylvania, 
instructing their Senators and requesting their 
Representatives to use their best exertions to pro- 
cure the passage of a law awarding an additional 
quantity of land to those soldiers that can show, 
to the satisfaction of the proper Department, that 
they had continued in service (at the request of 
their commanding officers, to meet exigencies) 


‘after their term had expired, and that they had 


perform my last official duty by declaring that | 


this House stands adjourned sine die. 





Mr. HEBARD introduced the following reso- 


received a final and honorable discharge; which 
were read. 

On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, ordered 
that they be printed. | 


ASSIGNABILITY OF LAND WARRANTS. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I wish to move to post- 
pone the morning business, with a view of taking | 


|| up the joint resolution from the House making | 


193 


ee 


Jand warrants assignable. I have troubled the 
Senate so often upon that subject that I do not 
wish to trouble them any m wre. As we cannot 
act, Certainly, upon any petition that has been or 
would be presented, with a view of carrying it 
into operation by a bill at this late period, and as 
it will delay reports but a short time, | hope that 
the Senate will take it up and dispose of it with- 
out debate. IT am willing to have a vote taken 
without saying one word upon it myself. I hope 
there will be no more speaking, for we may just 
as well decide it now, one way or the other. If 
it is decided against the resolution, why, so be it. 
I therefore move that it be taken up, and that the 
morning business be dispensed with for that pur- 
pose, 

Mr. GWIN.: I object. 

Mr. MASON, Mr. President, I wish to add 
one word to what has been said by the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky. Letters that I have re- 
ceived from gentlemen in every quarter of the State 
from whence I come assure me it is important that 
this measure should be adopted. [ hope, then, 
that we shall take the question upon it at once, and 
without debate, 

Mr. GWIN.. I think the Senate can show as 
decisively what they intend todo with that subject 
by refusing to take it up as by taking it up; for 
every member has the right to speak upon it when 
it does come up. I hope the Senate will refuse to 
take it up, and make that the decisive action—the 
test vote upon the subject. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Mr. President, 
I wish merely to say that I have many requests 
from different parts of the country from whence I 
come, requesting that this measure may beadopted, 
and declaring substantially that this bounty will 
be of very little consequence to them unless the 
warrants are made assignable. 

Mr: HAMLIN. I desire only to add my con- 
currence in what honorable Senators have stated. 
I am also of opinion, if it is to be talked about, 
that itis as profitable a subject to talk about as 
some others. I hope it will be taken up, that we 
may act upon it to-day. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. My friend from Califor- 
nia [Mr. Gwin] says he wishes to make this a 
test question. Iam willing that it shall be so. I 
therefore call for the yeas and nays. If the Senate 
determine against the motion to take up the reso- 
lution, I will consider it as rejected. I call fer the 
yeas and nays, because I wish to meet the propo- 
sition of my friend from California. [have been 
pestered, also, as other gentlemen have. Letter 
after letter, from all quarters, has poured in upon 
me until I am heartily sick and tired of it. They 
tell me the bounty will be of no service to them 
unless this measure is passed; and, having troubled 
the Senate so repeatedly, I want to get clear of it. 
If it is the pleasure of the Senate, upon the yeas 
and nays, to decide against me, I will leave it for 
some other Senator to move to get it up hereafter, 
if he can. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. FELCH. Mr. President, this resolution 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and reported back with an adverse report, recom 
mending that it do not pass. The Senator from 
Kentucky [Mr. Unperwoop] and a few other 
Senators have spoken upon this measure some- 
what at length, in favor of its passage. I wish 
merely to say that I know there are several 
amendments to be proposed to this joint resolu- 
tion—ont, by the Senator from Arkansas, [Mr. 
Bortanp;] another by the Senator from Maine, 
{[Mr. Hamutn;] and one or two other members of 
the Senate, I believe, intend to propose amend- 
ments. When this question does come up, con- 
siderable time will be required for its discussion. 
There are several Senators who wish to speak 
upon it. For my own part, | shall throw no difii- 
culty in the way, at this late hour of the session. 
I know the discussion will occupy at least a day 
or two of the time of the Senate, when we have 
not that time to spare. I hope it will not be taken 
up. , 

Mr. BORLAND. Mr. President, I have no 
doubt that this resolution will give rise to some 
discussion. That is naturally to be expected. 
But I do not perceive that that constitutes an ob- 
jection to taking it up; for I agree with the Sen- 
ators who have preceded me that this is a ver 
important subject to a very large number of the 
people of the United States. I consider it of in- 
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| 
finitely more importance to the country than the 


bill in relation to California—involving considera- 
tions of more importance to us than that does. It 
appeals much more strongly to our feelings, and in- 
volves the disposition of many millions of acres of 
the public lands. 
hope it will be taken up, 

Mr. FOOTE. Iam prepared to vote for taking 
this resolution up, if we can dispose of it without 
any further debate. We have no time for this 
sort of discussion. 


I must say, therefore, that I | 


The question being then taken by yeas and nays | 


on taking up the joint resolution, the result was 
as follows: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Bor 
land, Bright, Cass, Clarke, Clay, Clemens, Davis of Massa 
chusetts, 
Hunter, Mason, Miller, Norris, Pratt, Rantoul, Rusk, Se 
bastian, Seward, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, and 
W hitcomb—29, 

NAYS—Mesers. Bradbury, Chase, Davis of Mississippi, 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, Ewing, Felch, Gwin, 
King, Smith, Soulé, Upham, Wales, and Walker—14. 


The Senate then proceeded, as in Committee of 


the Whole, to the consideration of the joint reso- | 


lution (H. R. 29) eas of theact approved 
September 28, 1850, entitled ‘* An act granting 
bounty land to certain officers and soldiers who 
have been engaged in the military service of the 
United States.”’ 

‘The question pending was the amendment pro- 
posed by Mr. Jones, to add the following addi- 
tional sections: 

“Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That the registers 
and receivers of the United States land offices shall here 
after be severally authorized to charge and receive, tor their 
services in locating bounty land warrants, the same rate ot 
compensation or percentage to which they are entitled by 
law for sales of the public lands for cash, at the rate of one 
dollar and twenty-five cents per acre; the said compensa 


tion to be hereaiter paid by the assignees or holders of such | 


warrants, in all cases where the same have been transferred 
by the soldier or his legal or personal representative, under 


The amendment to the amendment was rejected, 
and the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BORLAND. 
I desire to offer, as follows: 


“ And beit further resolved, That the regiment of Arkan 
sas mounted volunteers, commanded by Col. L. C. Howell, 
which was raised atthe call of Major General Gaines, un- 


| der authority of the Secretary of War, dated May IIth, 
| 1836, for six months’ service on the southwestern trontier, 


and which was regularly mustered into the service, served 
the full term, and was paid and honorably discharged, shall 


be considered as having been engaged Jn an Indian war, || 


| and entitled to the benefit of the act df which these Fesolu- 


tions are explanatory.” 
The act of which the joint resolution is explana- 


1 have an amendment which | 
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| 
| 
| 
| 


tory does not put the soldiers who served in other | 
wars, or rendered other military service to the | 


the provisions of the acts of Congress, and the regulations || 


of the General Land Office on that subject, and to be paid 
out of the Treasury of the United States, upon the adjust 

ment of the accounts of such officers, where it shall be 
shown to the satisfaction of the General Land Office that 
the same was located by the soldier or warrantee, or in case 
of his death by bis next of kin, as provided by the acts of 
Congress aforesaid. 

“Sec. 3. and beit further resolved, That the said offi 
cers, whether in or out of office at the passage of this act, or 
theirlegal or personal representatives, in case of their death, 
shall be entitled to receive from the Treasury of the United 
States, for similar serviees heretofore periormed in such 
cases, an amount equal to the compensation provided for by 
the first section of this act, after deducting the amount al 
ready received by such officers, under the act entitled ‘ An 
act to require the holders of military Jand warrants to com 
pensate the Jand officers of the United States for services in 
relation to the location of those warrants,’ approved May 
17th, 1848: Provided, That no register or receiver shall re 
ceive any compensation out of the Treasury of the United 
States for past services, who has charged and received ille- 
gal or exorbitant fees for the location of such warrants.’’ 


Mr, FOOTE. LI trust Senators will remember 
that we have important business of an executive 
character to dispose of. There are three import- 
ant treaties to be acted upon, of which I hope the 
Senate will not lose sight. I hope, therefore, that 
we shall have no discussion. 

Mr. EWING. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out of the 7th and 8th lines the 
words ‘at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per acre,’’ so that the officers will receive the 

ercetitage to which they are entitled, whether the 
lands are sold at $1 25 or $2 50 per acre. 

Mr. CASS. 
raise the percentage when the lands are sold at 
the rate of $2 50 per acre? 

Mr. EWING. 
of the land as soll. 
valuable than others. 

Mr. CASS. I must object to it. 
already the poor soldier has enough to pay. 


Some of the lands are more 


J || United States, upon the same footing with those 
Dawson, Dickinson, Downs, Foote, Hamlin, 


who served in Mexico, but makes a difference in 


the quantity of land, under the act giving bounty | 


land for service in Mexico. ‘The troops that 
served upon the frontier during the war, when we 
raised volunteers and sent them upon the boundary 
for the purpose of supplying the place of the regu- 


lar troops who were withdrawn and sent to Mexi- | 


co, by the explanatory act are to receive bounty 
lands in the same way as those who served in 
Mexico. The regiment that I propose now to in- 
clude in the provisions of the act was raised in 
1836, on a requisition of General Gaines, under 
authority from the War Department. ‘They were 
regularly mustered into the service, were sent upon 
the southwestern frontier, and served six months, 


| to supply the place of the regular troops who were 


sent to Klorida, and were engaged in the war with 


the Indians. In my opinion the act of September || 


28, 1850, does include them. ‘The Secretary of 
the Interior, however, upon examination, admitted 
the equity of admitting this regiment, but he did 
not think it was included by the language of the 
act. 
pose of extending to them precisely the same ben- 
efits, and putting them upon the same footing with 
other troops serving upon the frontier, with those 
serving in the war with Mexico. 
Mr. TURNEY. I propose to 


amend the 


|, amendment by adding the following proviso, and 


I will simply remark that these volunteers served 
for twelve months: 


* Provided, That nothing in the act approved September 


28, 1850, granting bounty land to the officers and soldiers 
who rendered service in the war of 1812, andin any Indian 


war since 1790, shall be so construed as to exclude the vol- | 


unteers called out to aid in the removal of the Cherokee In- 
dians west of the Mississippi in 1836-’37.”’ 

Mr. FOOTE. I see no good reason why these 
amendments were not offered before when the law 
of 1850 was on its passage. Cousidering them to 
be very unseasonable, and being anxious to get 


through with the business of the session, I shall | 


vote against him. . 

Mr. BORLAND, I will reply to the Senator 
that, so far as my amendment is concerned, it 
was submitted and ordered to be printed, was 
printed, and placed upon every Senator’s desk, 


and has been before the Senators—such as chose | 


to look at it One reason why it was not offered 


with the bill was, that when the act was passed, 
in 1850, it was believed that these troops were | 
included in its provisions; but it appears now | 
that the Department construes the act so as to | 


exclude them. 


Mr. FOOTE. 


|| for that amendment. 


Do L understand it is intended to | 
It gives them a percentage out | 


I think ‘that | 
Itis | 


The question was taken on Mr. Turney’s | 


/amendment, and it was not agreed to. 


no more labor to locate land warrants in the one |. 


case than in the other. 
Mr. EWING. The officer has more money to 
be responsible for. 


Mr. CASS. Before we proceed, I want to ask | 


the honorable Senator if he means that those lands 
may be entered with a bounty land warrant? 

Mr. EWING. I donot know. 

Mr. CASS. I think not. 

Mr. FELCH. 
rect in this particular as it now stands, because 
bounty land warrants cannot be located on any 
but Government lands subject to sale at $1 25 per 
acre. I think it is right as it is. . 


I believe the amendment is cor- | 


The question recurred on the amendment pro- 
posed by Mr. Bortanp. 

Mr. RUSK. There may be some merit in the 
proposition to amend; and if it were before us on 
its own merits, and we had time to discuss it, I 


do not know but that I should be willing to vote | 


for it. As itis, the question is whether we will 


/ make what we have given to old soldiers worth 


_ bounty lands. 
| get at that, and I now desire to propose an amend- 


| 


anything to them by the passage of this resolu- 
tion. I shall vote, therefore, against all amend- 
ments which will tend to embarrass the resolution 
before us. 

Mr. DAWSON. 
Arkansas [Mr. cre 4 will listen to me one 
moment, I think we can effe 
view. The difficult 
of the last act of 
I have chosen the proper course to 


ment which has received the approbation of the 


I have prepared this amendment for the pur- | 


After the explanation I will vote | 


If the honorable Senator from | 


ct the object he has in | 
arose out of the construction || 
ongress upon the subject of || 














Department. The question arose in the Depart. 
ment, what was a war against the Indians? hat 
| has since been determined. It needed no prock; 

| mation, and depends entirely upon the nature a 
| the case and of the service. I propose, thers. 
| fore, if the Senator will allow my amendmen, } 

lieu of his, the following: 7 


| ‘And he it further resolved, That nothing in the first sec 
| tion of the act of the 28th September, 1850, granting bo : 
lands to certain officers and soldiers who have been » a 
in the military service of the United States, shall be 
strued as to exclude any commissioned or non-¢ 
sioned officer, musician, or private, whether of regular 
volunteers, rangers, or militia, who Was mustered into tha 
service of the United States for the suppression or prove P 
tion of Indian hostilities, and served the length of tine 1" 
quired by said act.”’ : = 


gaged 
so con- 
MMs. 


I have before me a communication from the Do. 
partment of the Interior, in which the Secretary 
informs me that to this amendment, which | had 
submitted to him, he had no objection; his letie, 
can be read if itis deemed necessary. | hope the 

Senator from Arkansas will accept my modifica. 
| tion. 

Mr. BORLAND. I accept that amendment as 
a modification or substitute of my own. It meets 
my purpose exactly. 

Mr. YULEE. Will the Senator allow me to 
suggest to him to include the words “* or recognized 
by the United States?’’ In some instances troops 

have been called out upon sudden emergencies |yy 
the authorities of the States, and have been reeoc. 
nized afterwards by the Governmentof the United 
States. 

Mr. DAWSON. That is all understood in the 
Department now. Wherever they have been re- 
cognized and have been paid by the United States, 
they are upon a proper footing. 

Mr. YULEE. | doubt whether the words 
would authorize that construction. 

Mr. HAMLIN. | propose to amend the 

_ amendment offered by the Senator from Georgia 

[Mr. Dawson] by adding to it the amendment 
' which I submitted informally some days since, 

I do not understand, as the Senator from Georvia 

does, that the class of cases to which the Senator 
from Florida [Mr. Yuree] has alluded would be 

included. I understand that by the Department 
they are expressly excluded. I understand there 
are troops in Maryland, in Pennsylvania, in Vir- 
ginia—I know there are troops in Maine, in New 
| Hampshire, in Connecticut, and New York, who 
served in the war of 1812, but were not mustered 
‘into the United States service, yet were subse- 
quently recognized by the United States Govern- 
ment as in the service and paid; and yet by the 
construction of the Department they are excluded 
| from the provisions of the present law, because it 
provides for those whe served in the United States 
service. They did not technically serve in the 
United States service; they served in the defence 
of the country: they were recognized by the Gen- 
eral Government, and their services were paid by 
the General Government, and yet by the terms 
of the original law they are excluded; and it is to 
meet that class of cases that I have offered my 
amendment. I hope the Senatgr from Arkansas 
{Mr. Borianp] will accept it as part of his amend- 
ment. It is as follows: 

“ And be it further resolved, That in all cases where 
the militia or volunteers were called out under the laws or 
Executive authority of any State, and who served in de- 
fence of the country, and whose services have been recog 
nized and paid by the United States Government, they sha’! 
be considered as having been in the service of the United 
States, and shall be entitled to the benefit of the act of 
| which these resolutions are explanatory.”’ 

Mr. HAMLIN. I understand the honorable 
| Senator from Arkansas to accept it, 

| Mr. DAWSON, I have changed mine so as 
| to include the idea, by adding ‘* or whose services 
were subsequently recognized by the United 
States.” 

Mr. HAMLIN. But that resolution only ap- 
| plies to the Indian wars, and not.to the war of 
} 1812. This will include both the Indian wars and 
_ the war of 1812. 

Mr. BORLAND. I must confess to the hon- 
orable Senator from Georgia that I am willing to 
| accept the amendment of the honorable Senator 
from Maine, which seems to me to meet the views 
of both of us. It can certainly dono harm. It 
| meets the views of the Senator from Georgia, and 
|| provides against all misunderstanding at the De- 
| partment. ‘ . 
| Mr. DAWSON. I have no objection to it. 
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1851. 
Mr. BORLAND. The Senator from Georgia 
accepts it in lieu of the one I have offered, then. 
Mr. BALDWIN. _ I move to insert after the 
word * volunteers,’” in the second line, the words 
«or State A eELT 


Mr. HAMLIN. 


The amendment includes 


them. —_— 

Mr. BALDWIN, It may be doubtful whether 
it will bear that construction. 
necticut, during the war, State troops were raised 


| The PRESIDENT. The question is now on 


| ordering the amendments to be engrossed, and the 


In the State of Con- | 


by special act, and their services were afterwards | 


r : , 
not reckoned either in the militia or volunteers. 


Mr. BRADBURY. 


ccoguized by the Government, and still they are | 


If the Senator will exam- | 


ine the amendment, he will find the whole ground | 
ig embraced by the amendment offered by my col- | 


wue. 


Mr. BALDWIN. It will do no harm. 

The question being taken on the amendment to 
the amendment, proposed by Mr. Batpwin, it was 
acreed to. 
~The question recurred on the amendment pro- 
posed by Mr. Hamu. 

Mr. FELCH. I would like to inquire of the 
Senator who presents this amendment, if it does 
yot in fact do away with the distinction founded 


ice 


upon the time of service provided by the original | 


law? That law made distinctions, or gave differ- 
ent quantities of land in proportion to the length 
of service. ‘Those who served for less than three 
months received nothing, and those who served 
above that time were graduated, receiving amounts 
in proportion to the length of service. Now, if I 
understood this amendment correctly, as I heard 


it read, it simply does away with those provisions, | 


and everybody who has entered the service is to 
have a bounty. 

Mr. DAWSON. Theamendment provides for 
those who served a proper length of time,as_pre- 
scribed by the original bill. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The amendment, as it now 
stands, simply gives to these other persons the 
land according to the terms of this bill. The ob- 
jection of the Senator from Michigan, therefore, 
does not exist. 

The question being taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Boruanp, as modified, it was agreed to—ayes 
93, noes not counted. , 

Mr. DOWNS. I have an amendment to offer, 
to come in as an additional section: 

“ And he it further resolved, That the chaplains of vol- 
unteers and militia be allowed bounty land, whether ap- 


pointed by the State authorities or taken from the ranks and 
detailed for that service. ”’ 


I will state that my attention has been called to | 


this subject from the fact that, in the organization 
of the militia and volunteers called into the service 
of the United States, no chaplain is contemplated, 
and yet the volunteers sent by the States in some 
cases provided them, and they were sometimes 
commissioned by the State authorities. Such was 
the case in my own State, inthe volunteer regiment 
that was sent out. 

Mr. BUTLER. How many preachers did your 
volunteers have? [Laughter.] 

Mr. DOWNS. A good many. In some in- 
stances, where there was no chaplain, volunteers 


were taken from the ranks and detailed for that | 


service. In that case they were discharged from 
service as volunteers, and of course they would be 
entitled to no land. 
commissioned by the States were not entitled to it, 
and they ought to have it as much as the soldiers. 

Mr. BUTLER. The Senator from Louisiana 
will allow me to ask whether itis understood that 
allof these soldiers who were commissioned and 


Certainly those who were | 


detailed to preach are to have pay both as soldier | 


and chaplain ? 
[Laughter. 


Are they to have double pay? | 


Mr. WALKER. There are probably not | 
twenty-five of these chaplains in the United States | 
now living, and hence the subject is comparatively | 


unimportant to the Government. 

The amendment was rejected: ayes 15, noes 21. 
_ The joint resolution was then reported to the 
Senate. 

Mr.BADGER. I merely wish to say that I 
am exceedingly desirous that this joint resolution 
shall pass. 
My constituents are interested, Now, I want to 
appeal to the Senate to vote down the amendments, 
and pass the resolution as it came from the House. 


The question was then taken on concurring in | 


the amendments, and they were concurred in. 


It is one in which a large portion of | 


t 


| that question. 





resolution to be read a third time. 
Mr. GWIN. 1 ask for the yeas and nays on 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
Mr. FELCH. [| do not feel at liberty, Mr. 


President, to allow the vote to be taken on this 


endeavor to be very brief. The resolution hasas- | 
sumed somewhat of a different form from that in 
which it came from the Committee on Public 
Lands, who reported adversely upon it. I made 
the inquiry when the resolution was under exam- | 
ination, in reference to the extent of one of the 
amendments which was adopted in Committee of 
the Whole, and finally in the Senate, whether it | 
was not liable to objection. That amendment is | 
as follows: 





**.And be it further resolved, Thatin all cases where the 
militia or volunteers and State troops were called out under 
the laws or executive authority of any State, and who 


| served in defence of the country, and whose services have 


/ amendment to more than double the ameunt. 


| the merits of the joint resolution. 


been recognized and paid by the United States Govern- 
ment, they shail be cousidered as having been in the ser 
vice of the United States, and shall be entitled to the bene- | 
fit of the act to which these resolutions are explanatory.” 
It is perfectly evident to me that this provision 
embraces all who were engaged in any of the wars | 
referred to in the original bill, and includes those 
who were im service but a single day. The num- 
ber in service, including those embraced by this | 
amendment, will be found to be almost six hun- | 
dred thousand, while under the present provisions | 
of the bill, as construed by the Depariment, and 
ascertained by pretty full investigation, only some 
two hundred and fifty thousand are the number 
of soldiers entitled tothe bounty. In other words, | 
we increase the number of beneficiaries by this 
I 
do not know whether the Senate is prepared to go 
to that extent in this matter or not; but it seems 
to me that this provision has been adopted with- 
out much care; and although, in reply to my ques- | 
tion, it was said that it did not extend so far, yet | 
I am confident it will be found to go to that ex- | 
tent. | 
I wish to say a few words now in reference to | 
; In the first 
place, we have had but a single point presented | 
to us in favor of this bill, and it is this: that 
soldiers will receive more money as beneficiaries | 


| under the act if the warrants are made assignable 





than if they are not. This is a consideration of | 
mere dollars and cents to the individual benefi- 

ciary. It has no reference to the public policy in | 
regard to the matter, or the former action of the | 
Government, or to anything except the pecuniary 

interest of the persons who are to receive the ben- | 
efits of the bill. Now, in my opinion, the effect | 
will be precisely opposite to that which is contem- | 
plated. If the soldier receive his land, there is a | 
well-established criterion of its value. He be- | 
comes the owner of property that is worth, accord- | 


| ing to the Government price, a dollar and a quarter | 


ver acre. There may be inconvenience sometimes, | 
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by throwing into market forty-eight millions of 
acres? 

There is another consideration which places this 
thing in a more striking attitude. Under the Mex- 
ican bounty land act there was still a criterion of 
value to the warrant, for the soldier could receive 
in lieu of his land a certain amount of money from 


( t is || the Treasury—one half the Government price of 
| question without saying a few words, and I will | 


the land. Notso here. The amount of money 
which could be received in lieu of the land fixed 
a certain value to the property, below which it 
The soldier was sure that his war- 
rant would sell for more than the one hundred dollars 
which he was allowed to receive from the Treasury 
instead of the land. But here there is no such 
provision; he can receive nothing from the Treas- 
ury; and the consequence will be that if the sol- 
dier sees fitto gointo market with his warrant and 
sell it, he will be obliged to dispose of it at a vastly 
depreciated price. The result will, therefore, be 
most disastrous to the soldier himself. 

But I do not intend to dwell upon this part of 
the subject I have referred to the principle which 
is involved in the case, and to the effect which, as 
it strikes me, must necessarily result from this 
manner of disposing of the warrants. I[t may be 
that the soldier has still the privilege of locating 
his land as he pleases. True, but then the man 
who wishes to purchase land will! be able to go into 
market and buy it at a depreciated price; and, 
therefore, although the soldier may locate his land, 
he wilf not be able to sell it for the same amount 
that he would if there were none of this deprecia- 
ted paper in market. 

Mr. President, I have objections also, founded 
upon the public character of this measure—upon 
its effect as a matter of public policy. I have ob- 


| jections to throwing into market that which shall 


| 
. . . . | 
it is true, in making his location; but soldiers re- || 
| 
i 


siding in the same neighborhood will make arrange- 

ments together to locate their lands, and thus | 
remedy this inconvenience in agreat degree. The | 
Government price then becomes the criterion of | 
value where the lands are located, and it is alto- 

gether better for the soldier than to receive the | 
amount that the warrant will bring, when sold as 
negotiable paper; for, if this resolution goes into 
operation, the effect will be to issue a certain kind 
of paper currency which is to become the subject 


of speculation. We have had an example of the || 


operation of a law like this in the case of the | 


bounty land warrants to soldiers engaged in the || 


Mexican war. The price of those warrants ran 
down to about $107 for a quarter section, or one 
hundred and sixty acres of land, the Government 

rice being $200 for the same quantity of land. 
Now, the Secretary of the Treasury reckons that 
we are to throw into market by this law forty- 
eight millions of acres. In the issue of the Mexi- 
can bounty land warrants we threw into market 
only some fourteen millions of acres; and the sol- 
dier received only about one half the value of his 
land. What, then, will be the consequence if we 
throw forty-eight millions of acres into market by 
this resolution ? 
fourteen millions of acres reduced the price of the 





lands one half, how much will they be reduced || 


If the throwing into market of || 


become the subject of speculation, as has been the 
case with these warrants heretofore. "Bhey have 
always become the food of speculation, which has 
grown into a system; and the effect of this meas- 
ure will be that the moment you throw these lands 
into market, the persons engaged in this business 
will know perfectly well how the wires are to be 
pulled—how to raise the market price if they wish 
to sell, and how to lower it if they wish to buy. 
All these influences will inevitably be put in opera- 
tion, and the effect will be to depreciate to almost 
nothing the value of these warrants. 
Mr.BADGER They are worth nothing now. 
Mr. FELCH. The Senator says they are 
worth nothing now. Let me statea fact. Within 
two or three weeks the Mexican land warrants 
were quoted at $107. Now they are quoted at 
$115. What isthe lesson given to us by this fact ? 
It is this: that they are being withdrawn from the 
market and absorbed in the entry of the lands. In 
proportion as they are withdrawn from the market, 
In that proportion is the demand greater for them, 
and the value of them enhanced. But turn the 
scale the other way, and what will be the effect? 
Whether you throw into market forty-eight mil- 
lions of acres, as is estimated by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, or whether you throw into it a less 
amount, as | think will be the case, by whatever 
amount you increase the quantity in market, in 
that same proportion will you produce the effect 
to which | have referred. It seems to me to be 
exceedingly objectionable on the part of the Gov- 


| ernment thus to furnish the means by which land 


| speculators increased. 


speculation is encouraged and the rumber of the 
The operation of this 
measure must be apnvarent to all; and I, for one, 
am not willing to see anything that bears the broad 


| seal of this Government thrown into market, to 


be the food for speculation at a depreciated price. 
I am not willing to see the public lands converted 
into a species of currency, to become the subject 


| of exchange in Wall street, serving only to depre- 


ciate the value of the same property which is held 
by the United States, 

But there is another view of this matter. Gen- 
tlemen seem to suppose that we are only doing 
what was intended to be done in the first instance, 
when we passed the bounty land bill~as though 
we intended to grant ee when, in truth, we 
intended to grant the land only. Asthat biil stands, 
the soldier receives precisely what the Government 
granted. He receives the land, which is at his 
disposal, and has its value at something near the 
Government price. But what does he receive 


| under the provisions of this act? Mere serip, to be 


sold in the market. 
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The truth of the matter ts, that, with one single 
exception, the practice of the Government in all 
its grants of the public lands for porepect of this 
description hes been uniform, That exception is 
the case of the bounty lands granted to soldiers in 
the Mexiean war. TThe bounty lands that were 


grated to soldiers of the Revolution, it would seem 
from the puble documents, although they were 
not assignable, still by a sort of practice were as- 


signed; and if you look at the early action of Con- || 


gress, you will find that there was an express res- 
olution that they should not be assignable. Inthe 
last war with Great Britain bounty lands were not 
assignable: their assignability was expressly pro- 
hibited. The title to the land was received, and 
the conveyance was made like other property, It 
was not tll the Mexican war broke out that we 


departed from the general rule. I regret that we | 


did so, and the consequences of that departure are 


such certainly as to require that we should pause | 


before we adopt the same principle again. 


Why, sir, it is opening the door to frauds from | 
beginning to end in the administration of these | 
bounty land warrants. We are in the habit of | 


publishing every few months a book for the pur- 
pose of showing what have been the frauds com- 
mitted upon thissubject. A warrant is issued and 
is made assignable. When it is made assignable 
the land officers, before they receive it, must have 
proof of that assignability. The records of the 
Land Office and that of the Pension Office will 
show, that in many instances in which warrants 
have been assigned frauds have creptin. Perju- 
ries and forgeries have been repeatedly committed, 
and it requires additional labor in those offices to 
guard against frauds. Two or three additional 


clerks in both these offices have to be employed on || 


account of this very thing. In numerous instances 
a patent is issued to the wrong man; it then be- 


comes necessary to rectify the wrong; and in all | 


these case’ either the Government or the innocent 


verson who is entitled to the property must suffer. | 


i‘here has been presented in the House of Repre- 
sentatives a petition to rectify frauds of this kind. 
The petition asserts that assignments have been 
fraudulently made, sustained by perjuries and for- 
geries,and that upon these fraudulent assignments 
the land has been received by persons not entitled 


to it. In other words, there are two claimants to || 


the land; and the Government is now called upon 


to make a special provision for the purpose of se- || 


curing these lands to the right owner. 

It is impossible to tell how extensive these 
claims may be, and how much the Government 
will be called on to respond to; but Iam prepared 
to say that the amount will be very extensive. I 


was told by one of the membera of the committee , 


in the other House that if the principle involved 


in this hil! should be carried out, there was a diffi- | 


culty about it which would lead to large appropri- 
ations. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, if the Sen- 
ator will yield the floor, I would like to submit a 
motion, 

Mr. FELCH. I will yield the floor if it is the 
wish of the Senator to make a motion. 

Mr. HUNTER. I merely wish to suggest that 
it is obvious that this bill is one which will lead to 
protracted debate. We have the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill ready to be reported from 
the committee, and [ think the Senate ought to 
allow it to be taken up. I will, therefore, with 
the permission of the Senator from Michigan, 
move to lay this resolution on the table. IT am 
very sorry to be compelled to do so, being friendly 
to the objects of the measure. 

Mr. FOOTE. If the Senator will allow me to 
make one remark 

Mr. HUNTER. I cannot if I would. The 
Senator from Michigan yielded only for me to 
submit a motion, 


Mr. FOOTE, Will my friend withdraw the 





motion for a moment, to allow me to say one sin- | 


gle sentence? 

Mr. HUNTER, I will do so if the Senator 
from Michigan consents to it, 

Mr. FOOTE. It is only to make this single 


appeal to the honorable Senator from Michigan. || 


My knowledge of his character, and of the dis. 


position which he has always evinced in debate, || 


asstres me that, under the circumstances of the 
case, he will allow the vote to be taken upon the 
proposition. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President 





_ TRE CONGE 


| The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Michi- | 


gan has the floor, || dier who is to receive this bounty, 
Mr. FELCH. Mr. President, I will occupy | 


but a very few moments more. er: T am || 


the last person here who wishes to delay business 
by talking. No Senator supposes I have any de- 


| sign of that kind. But I do consider this a ques- | 
| on of so much importance, that | do not feel at 


liberty to Jet it pass without calling attention to 
some of the evil effects that will flow from its adop- 
tion. L[should be very glad to pursue the argu- 
ment, if the business of the session were not so 
premng to show the disastrous consequences that 


the uniform practice of the Government. 

But there is another matter to which I wish to 
refer before I take my seat; and that is, the effect 
of this measure upon the western interests. The 
Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Bexx] the other day 
alluded to some remarks which I made, that the 
time of speculation in public lands had gone by, 
and that we were not now in danger of reviving 
the disastrous consequences of the speculations of 


of the public lands. I was right, I believe, then, 
|| upon that subject, and I believe so now. There 
| is no danger of a renewal of those speculations in 
| the public lands. Sut this resolution presents 
1 quite a different question. This is not a oui’ 
| of speculation in the ordinary sales of the public 
| lands for money, but it introduces a new element. 
No man will buy large tracts of land at $1 25 an 
‘| acre while there are warrants to be bought for ten 
'| cents on a dollar. Thusa new kind of specu- 
| lation will be encouraged, and men will become 
speculators to a large amount. Sir, it is the only 
resource by which speculation can now exist, 
You speculate to the injury of actual settlers, and 
to the injury of the new States; and Iam not will- 
ing to open the door again for these speculations. 
If you pass this measure, and throw into market 
this vast quantity of land, whether it be forty- 
‘| eight millions or twenty millions, you throw it all 
into the hands of these speculators, at the rate of 
twenty-five or perhaps ten cents an acre. Well 





may they afford to buy land now, when at a fol- | 


|| lar and a quarter they could make no speculation 
| before. The price of the land warrants will be so 
low that they can rely upon purchasing with per- 
fect safety, and all the choice land of the country 
will be absorbed by them. 
4 Mr. FOOTE. Will the honorable Senator al- 
| low me to make a motion to lay this subject on 
the table, in order to proceed to the consideration 
_ of executive business? There is national business 
that we must attend to. We have treaties to 
ratify. 

Mr. FELCH. I prefer closing my remarks, 
and then I will submit the matter to the Senate. I 
look upon this matter, then, Mr. President, as 
little more than food for speculators. Gentlemen 
tell us that they are receiving letters day bY day, 
urging them to pass this resolution. Sir, I have 
received letters. I have received anonymous let- 
ters—I have received letters from individuals who 
have made themselves known by their signatures; 
and I shall not be saying too much when I state 
that I have received threatening letters upon the 
subject. I have also received personal calls; but 
| I can say that among these calls not a single one 
has been from a representative of the old soldier. 
All the personal oppeeren’ that I have received 
have come from ac 
| in speculation, and not a single one has come from 
one of those who claimed this small pittance under 


the law, and desired to obtain it. I have heard of | 
those who were exceedingly anxious for the pas- | 


sage of this law, and the reason was ascertained 
to 


that, after having a long conversation with an in- 
| dividual who was exceedingly anxious that these 
|| warrants should be thrown into market, the fact 
_ was at last disclosed that he had himself purchased 

occasionally these warrants. Now, if he pur- 
,| chased them, is it not a plain inference that he gets 
| them at their market value, and the less the mar- 
ket value is the better it is for his speculation? 
| These are the applications we have for the passage 
|| of this law. But suppose it were otherwise— 
'| suppose it were the soldiers who were making 
H these applications here—do we not see and feel 
\| the operation ef the machinery? Will not the 
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save flowed and will flow from this departure from || 


1836. I was arguing upon the subject of the sales | 


ass of men who are engaged | 


be that they had embarked in this very specu- | 
lation. A gentleman who has something to do | 
_with the administration of public affairs told me | 








|. men who apply to us here apply also to the sol. 
an 
all their influence to make him think ame > 
rant becomes utterly valueless to him unless it is 
|, made assignable? that he cannot go and locate his 
land himself, and, unless he sells his Warrant ~ 
some one who can, it will be worth nothing 4, 
him? I do not doubt at all the correctness of the 
| statements which gentlemen make when they sa 
that they have received letters from these old a 
' diers. I should be surprised if such were not the 
fact. But I speak of the general bearing of the 
question, of the influences that I know to be at 
work, and of the disastrous consequences that will 
| flow from the adoption of this measure, 
| Mr. HUNTER. It is obvious that this is to 
|| lead to a long discussion. I theréfore move to |a 
|| it upon the table. y 
| Mr.BORLAND. Thopethe Senator from Vir. 
ginia will withdraw that motion fora few moments 
I will not say more than ten words P 
Mr. WALKER. That will not end the dis. 
cussion. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will ask the yeas ang 
| nays, as it is a test vote. 
| Mr. HUNTER. I do not admit that this js, 
‘ test vote, as Iam in favor of the resolution, and 
|, will vote for it on some other occasion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the ques- 
tion being taken on the motion to lay the resolution 

on the table, it was not agreed to, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Cass, Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge 

| of Iowa, Ewing, Felch, Gwin, Hunter, Jones, King, Wales, 
| Walker, and Yulee—13. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Borland, 
| Butler, Clarke, Clay, Clemens, Cooper, Davis of Massa. 
| chusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickinson, Doug- 
las, Downs, Foote, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Mason, Miller, 
Norris, Pearce, Phelps, Rantoul, Rhett, Rusk, Sebastian, 
| Seward, Soulé, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, Upham, 
| and Whitcoinb—35. 
| Mr. FOOTE. I rise simply for the purpose of 
invoking the friends of the measure not to saya 
word in support of it. I voted just now against 
the proposition to lay on the table. I feel that the 
Senate is prepared to adopt the resolution. But [ 
_ shall vote for that motion if it shall be made again, 
_ if even five minutes more is consumed by discussion 
by the friends of the resolution. They know that 
there is business of the greatest national import- 
ance which is postponed by the course now being 
ursued. 

Mr. BORLAND. I will not consume half so 
much time as the Senator from Mississippi has 
done in saying that I give up my intention of ad- 

_vocating this joint resolution, because 1 believe it 
| should pass without anything more being said in 
| its favor. But, in doing so, I feel it due to myself 
to - that I have the papers now before me to 
satisfy the Senate perfectly—notwithstanding the 
great respect | have for the judgment of the Sen- 
ator from Michigan, [Mr. F'e1cu]—and there is 
no Senator whose judgment I respect more highly 
—that he is mistaken upon almost every point he 
has taken in opposition to this joint resolution. 
| Mr. WALKER. I very much hope that I 
shall not incur the very great displeasure of the 
Senate, and particularly of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr. Foore,] by presuming to discuss 
for a few moments this bill, when he becomes 
aware, and the Senate shall become aware, of the 
attitude in which I stand towards my constituents. 
Mr. FOOTE. Will the honorable Senator bear 
with me while I make the motion to lay this bill 
| upon the table? 
Mr. WALKER. Certainly, for that purpose. 
Mr. FOOTE. I move to lay the bill on the ta- 
| ble. It is evident that we shall consume the 
whole day in discussion. The friends of the bill 
are responsible for it by making unnecessary 
speeches. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. [Ieall for the yeas and 








nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and— 
_ The motion to lay on the table was not agreed 
| to, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Cass, Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Dodge of Iowa, Ewing, Felch, Foote, Gwin, Hunter, Jones, 
King, Smith, Wales, and Walker—14. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Ber- 
rien, Borland, Bradbury, Butler, 
Massachusetts, Davis of oe 
Douglas, Downs, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Mason, Miller, 
Norris, Pearce, Rantoul, Rhett, Rusk, Sebastian, Seward, 
bs a Turney, Underwood, Upham, and Whitcomb— 


|| Mr. WALKER. The attitude which I occupy 


awson, Dickinson, 
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ing. Lean assure the Senate that I shall say noth- 
ing upon this subject from a factious eapneniae to 
oppose & measure which it seems to be so evi- 
dently the intention of the Senate to pass. , But I 
should be held highly culpable by the State which 
| represent, if I should sit quietly by and see this 


jeavoring to bring the attention of the Senate to 
what constitutes the foundation of the protest of 
the people of Wisconsin, We have had various 
measures urged 4 our attention. Discussion 
upon this subject has been deprecated, and is dep- 
recated, because of its interference with other 
measures before Congress, and which it is its im- 
erative duty to attend to. Even the civil and 
diplomatic bill is yet to be considered, and discus- 


THE CONG 


| national point of view. 


sued these bounty land warrants, and they have 
gone into the hands of the soldiers, and heassigns 
them for the small pittance which he will get for 
them, and he looks back at what he has lost, and 
sees that he is no better off than he was before, he 


|| will bear in mind those in authority by whose ac- 
measure urged upon us and passed without en- | 


tion he was placed in this situation. “Gentlemen 

who expect to base a reputation upon so flimsy a 
| foundation as this will find it fly away from them 
| more easily than the sand-drift before the winds. 
| There is injustice in issuing this assignable cur- 
| rency in favor of the soldier—injustice to him, 
/and to every other class of the community, in a 


You place in the hands 


|| of those who are disposed to speculate in and 


sion is deprecated because of the fact that it inter- | 


feres with the consideration of that bill. 
know that that is one of the most important 
pills that we have to act upon in our legislative 
capacity. But I think that this measure is a more 
important one than even the civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill; and I think that, if this ques- 


tion is looked at in its height, breadth, length, and | 
depth, it will be acknowledged that, unless figures | 


can be disputed, it is a more important measure 
than even the civil and diplomatic bill itself. The 
importance of the matter, then, renders it the duty 
of the Senate to discuss it freely, and not pass 
it without giving the minority the privilege-of re- 
cording their votes upon the journals of the Sen- 
ate. If, at this late hour of the session, time be 
consumed, I am not to be blamed for the delay. 
In the earlier part of the session, when the ma- 
jority of the Senate was willing to adjourn from 
Monday to Thursday, and from Thursday to 


j 
j 


We | 


monopolize the public lands the means of doing 
so with a facility which is injurious to all other 
classes of the community, and injurious to a great 
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in reference to this matter is somewhat embarrass- | they are wofully mistaken. When you have is- 


extent to the pecuniary interests of the Govern- | 
|| ment. 


I should like to ask the Senator from Kentucky 
a question. 
rnore deliberation, so far as it has been discussed, 
perhaps, than any other member of the Senate. 
4 would ask him for what he supposes the soldier 
can sell his warrant after he gets it? I would ask 
any one who is a friend of the bill to give me an 
answer. 


Mr. FOOTE. I will simply say that I shall 


|| decline answering the question, although [ may be 


| 


Monday again, thus wasting the time of the Sen- | 
ate, | stood up in opposition to it, and now when | 


there is business of importance, at the end of the 
session, I trust Senators will not urge the import- 
ance of other business against the expression of 
my views on a question so importantas this. I 
strove to economize time when the motions to ad- 
journ were made, and in every case I resisted 
spendthrift adjournments. I called for the yeas 
and nays upon every occasion I could, and every 


» 
| 


| 
} 


\| a friend of the bill, because it will consume time 


unnecessarily. I will advertise him, also, that I 


will not again make the motion to lay on the table; | 


and I am determined now to vote against that mo- 
tion, if it shall be again made. ‘The gentleman 
may go on and consume the time of the Senate as 
long as he pleases. j 
if he chooses, and we will pass the bill in spite of 


|| him. 


Mr. WALKER. That is a very singular 
course of remark for the Senator from Mississip- 
pi. I know it is intended to pass the bill; but 


|| why he deemed it necessary to say that he would 


more often, and we uniformly voted against ad- | 


jourments. But here we are within three days of 
the close of the session, and it is proclaimed to us 
that we should not waste time, having wasted all 


could have deliberated dispassionately and calmly, 
and could have matured measures of so much im- 
portance to the country. 


Mr. ATCHISON. I call the Senator to order. 


Is the Senator discussing the question before the |; But I am bound in vindication of myself to state 


Senate, or is he delivering a lecture to us? 


fine himself to the question before the Senate. 


Mr. WALKER. Yes, sir; and, unless no | 


courtesy is to be shown — this particular sub- 
ject, | presume that I shall not be blamed by the 
Senator from Missouri, or the aggregate body of 


} 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


the Senate, for saying something in excuse for | 


discussing a measure of importance at this late || 
This is a measure which is || 


eriod of the session. 
based upon the right of the soldiers of the coun- 
try to be permitted to use the bounty which has 
been granted to them in the shape of a paper cir- 
culating medium for the purchase of publiclands. 


| 


| cumstances of the case. 


| 


The PRESIDENT. The Senator must con- | 


| 


= itin despite of me, I do not know. But this 
say, that if that Senator had anything in his de- 


| sign which savored of mere for the opposition 
one that sympathized with me called them still || 


which I make to this bill, I can feel an equal 

amount of contempt for such a fling, come from 

what man it may. 
Mr. FOOTE. 


If the honorable Senator does 


‘| not desire an explanation, I will give none. I 
the time of the Senate almost so far, when we | 


think he is a little too hasty, considering the cir- 
If the Senator wishes to 
make any explanation, I will afford him an oppor- 
tunity; but if he is unwilling to give me the same 
chance, I am as proud as he is, and will give none. 


that I rose and made the remarks that I did, and 
which, I[ think, under all the circumstances of the 
case, I was justified in making, simply for the 
purpose of preventing the consumption of time 
with a view of defeating this bill. I must say,as 
I strongly suspect that it was a part of the policy 
of certain gentlemen to defeat this bill, that I 
thought it right to throw out the idea that we 
would vote to put this matter upon the table, were 
it not that I had been informed by my friends that 


\| that had rather the effect of exciting debate. I 
|| think that I am now at liberty to fight them out 


Itis based upon a claim of right in favor of the | 


soldier that he should be permitted to have issued 
in his favor, as an exclusive and peculiar class, a 


species of assignable papers which he atdiscretion || 


may throw into circulation, and with which the 
capital of the country may monopolize the public 
domain. 

If there be anything in our form ofgovernment 
which stands out prominent beyond all others, it 
is that principle against these exclusive rights and 
prrvileges. Now, I have no ill-feeling—it would 
€ impossible for me to have any—against the 


| 


| 


| 


in this sort of contest, if that be their object. 

As the Senator from Wisconsin now looks calm 
and cool, I will say that I intend to fight him with 
his own weapons, and I believe that they are 


| weapons of courtesy and kindness. 
I will accept the explanation 
‘| of the Senator in all kindness, and shall say 


r. WALKER. 


nothing more about the matter now, except this, 


|| that if the Senator had been listening he would 


| 


have heard me say that I have no such object as 
he attributes—I have no desire to make any fac- 


|| tious opposition to this bill; but duty to my con- 


| 
} 


soldier of the country. I believe in that policy || 


which is generous towards him; and, when he 
lacks a home, I am entirely willing that the Gov- 
ernment should step forward, and in his declining 
years, or in his decrepitude, furnish him a home 
in which to live. But is this bill for that pur- 
pose? Not at all. 
they are advocating a measure which is to re- 
dound to their credit before the country, I am in- 
clined to think that afew years will show that 


And when gentlemen think | 


stituents and duty to myself imposed obligations 
on me to discuss it. 


Now, sir, let us look at what we are doing, and 


|| ask ourselves if we expect that the old soldier, or 


|| the charity we are bestowing. 


his posterity, will ever greatly commend us for 
I venture to say, 
sir, and I think I can give reasons for the conclu- 
sions to which I come upon this subject, that the 
warrant for one hundred and sixty acres will not, 
if made assign:ble, be worth exceeding $75. 
While the soldier receives but $75, the land which 
he receives is worth $200 at the Government price, 


He has discussed this matter with | 


He may consume two days, | 





and the Government is daily selling it for 9200. 
But the speculator, having obtained the land of 
the soldier for $75, by his speculating ingenuity is 
enabled to sell it for $400 after a while, if he 
locates judiciously among the settlements of the 
country. The soldier then gets a gratuity of $75, 
and the speculator clears $325. The country in 
an attempt to give a bounty of $200 to the soldier, 
only places itself and the soldier in a situation to 
be speculated upon for $75 to the tune of 4400. I 
would ask gentlemen if this is either patriotism 
or love for the soldier? 

This cannot be gainsaid. These will be the re- 
sults. And when he has expended his seventy- 
five dollars, you have the consolation of looking 
upon the land speculator, who has, by your at- 
tempted beneficence, kindness, and charity to the 
soldier, acquired for himself the three Leodeal 
and twenty-five dollars clear upon every one of 
those warrants; for I venture to say that if the 
warrants themselves are prudently located by the 
soldiers themselves or their friends in a neighbor- 
hood fast being populated, they will, in less than 
two years, amount in almost every instance to the 
average value of which I have spoken. I[ have 
had some experience in this matter, and have been 
personally an agent for the soldier. On one occa- 
sion, when a soldier had offered me two Mexican 
bounty land warrants for two hundred and ten 
dollars, or one hundred and five dollars apiece, I 
took them and located them for him; so that in 
less than five months he got four dollars an acre 
for his land, and I forwarded him drafts to the 
amount of one thousand two hundred and eighty 
dollavs for what he had proposed to sell me for 
two hundred and ten dollars. I mention this for 
the purpose of showing that it is not from any 
feeling of enmity for the soldier that I make oppo- 
sition to this bill, but from a feeling of friendship 
for him, and because I desire that he may be able 
to be benefited really and substantially by the 
bounty which the country proposes to bestow 
upon him. 

There is another view of this subject which— 
and as I have already expressed the opinion that 
this measure is of more importance than even the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill—I feel my- 
self called upon to bring before the Senate and the 
country, and the facts upon which | predicate that 
opinion. I would ask western men, at all events, 
to give me their attention while I present some sta- 
tistics upon this subject, to show the immense 
magnitude of the measure we are now considering. 

According to the appendix to the report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, bring- 
ing down the public land statistics to the Ist of 
January, 1849, we find this to be the fact: that in 
the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Mississippi,and Arkansas, there were 
unsold, up to that date, one hundred and thirteen 
millions three hundred and fifty-seven thousand 
nine hundred and eighty-nine acres. The Secre- 
tary of the Treasury has estimated the amount 
of the land warrants proposed to be issued 
under the late act to be about ninety-five millions 
of acres; and I presume it will not be denied that 
up to the Istof January, 1849, the Mexican bounty 
land warrants reached to about fifteen millions of 
acres, which would make an aggregate of one 
hundred and ten millions of acres, 

Mr. BORLAND. Dol understand the Senator 
to estimate that the amount of the warrants issued 
under the act for the benefit of soldiers of the 
Mexican war is fifteen millions of acres? If so, I 
can state to him that up to the 13th day of this 
month there were issued seventy-three thousand, 
making eleven millions six hundred and eighty 
thousand acres only "p to that time. 


Mr. WALKER. thank the Senator for the 


| statement; for it is satisfactory to my mind that 


when they are all issued, they will go beyond fif- 
teen millions of acres. ‘These added to the ninety- 
five millions provided for by the act of @&th of 
September last will amount to one hundred and 
ten millions of acres. We find, then, that they 
will cover the whole of the public lands in the 
States of Ohio, Indiana, Hlinois, Wisconsin, Mich- 
igan, Mississippi, and Arkansas, with the excep- 
tion of three millions three hundred and fifty-seven 
thousand nine hundred and eighty-nine acres. 
There are seven out of the twelve landholding 
States which it is proposed at this one swoop to 
give away by these assignable Mexican and other 
bounty land warrants. 
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As I see the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
Unxpenwoop] is now in his seat, and as he was 
not here when I propounded a question upon 


which I wish his — I will repeat that ques- || 


tion: When it is known to the country that this 
immense amount of land is to be ultimately 
covered by land warrants, what does he suppose 
the land warrants will be worth? “Let it be Gres 
in mind by the country that in the land States of 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan, 
Mississippi, and Arkansas, there were, on the Ist 
of January, 1849, but one hundred and thirteen 
million three hundred and fifty-seven thousand 
nine hundred and eighty-nine acres, and that the 
land warrants will cover one hundred and ten 
millions out of more than one hundred and thirteen 
millions. Whatdo you suppose you are doing for 
the old soldier? You are giving him chaff, if he 
is to get his only benefit from selling his warrant. 
Sut you are not giving chaff to the speculator by 
any means. Why, sir, | have been urging upon 
the Senate the proposition to donate to all the 
States the public lands within their respective 
limits for the benefit of the actual settlers, that 
they might become more important to the people, 
important to the States, important to the General 
Government, by bringing them under cultivation 
and production, That has been scouted and al- 
most hissed with contempt; and yet here are gen- 
tlemen proposing to adopt a system of class legis- 
lation, and to issue a kind of paper money for the 
yurchase of the lands in seven out of the twelve 
lapdioldiie States in one measure. While they 
will not make the matter general—while they repu- 
diate the scheme which | call upon the Senate to 
adopt—they, ‘‘at one fell swoop,”’ take from the 
hands of the General Government nearly or quite 
all the lands from seven of the landholding States. 
In favor of whom do they do it? In favor of the 
soldier? No, sir; this proposition of itself repu- 
diates the idea that the land will go to the soldier, 
It is based upon the idea that he will get no ben- 
efit from the act unless you make the warrants 
assignable. It is, then, designed, in the first 
place, that he shall get what little he may be able 
to get for his land warrants, and that the great 
mass of the public lands of which I have spoken 
shall pass into the hands of him who buys up the 
land warrant, for the purpose of making it the 
medium with which to purchase the land. That 
is the philanthropy which Senators urge here in 


favor of passing this measure in behalf of the old || 


soldier. . 
1 have stated the amount of land in these seven 
States merely. But the Senator from Michigan, 


the chairman of the Committee on Public lands, | 


{[Mr. Feren,] has told us that theamendment you 
have ad opted, according to his estimate, will double 
the issue of bounty land warrants. If that be the 
case, then, instead of one hundred and ten millions 
there will be two hundred and twenty millions of 
acres. Now, in the whole of the twelve land- 
holding States, on the Ist of January, 1849, there 
were two hundred and forty-six millions fifteen 
thousand three hundred and thirty-seven acres. 
From that whole body of the public lands you 
propose at once to give away two hundred and 
twenty millions of acres to the speculators of the 
country. If this be patriotism, if it be the love of 
the old soldier, God only knows how my poor in- 
tellect has been so perverted as to be utterly unable 
to see it. Two hundred and twenty out of two 
hundred and forty-six millions are stricken at one 
blow from the hands of the General Government; 
and yet I see Senators, who have opposed the 
general policy of distribution to the country for 
purposes of cultivation, advocating this scheme 
which is to leave but twenty-six millions of public 
lands of all that we had on the first day of Jan- 
uary, 1849. 

But we have not now all we had then. When 
you come to make the deductions from the amount 
we had. at that time, of all that has been granted 
since that time for railroads, and all the land that 
we have granted for other purposes, you will find 
that you have reduced the amount even below the 
estimate of the chairman of the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. You will find that you reduce the 
whole amount of public lands, excluding the new- 
ly-acquired territory, below the amount these land 
warrants will cover. When that isthe case, what 
more have you todo? , 

Mr. BORLAND. Nothing at all. 
Mr. WALKER. Nothing, says the Senator 


' from Arkansas, and he says truly. But I will in- 


form him that he is mistaken to some extent. 

Mr. BORLAND, Will the Senator allow me 
to say that I meant we would have nothing more | 
to do with it if we gave it allaway? But I do not 
admit that what he states is in accordance with | 
the facts. 

Mr. WALKER. We shall have something 
more to do with it, sir. So far from being relieved 
from any of the burden of the present land sys- 
tem, and the machinery for carrying it on, [ will 
show the Senator that we shall have to do with it 
to a vast extent annually, for the expenses of the 
system have been increased by the policy you are 
pursuing. ‘The Secretary of the Interior, in esti- 
mating for that Department, says: 

“The first fact which strikes the mind upon looking at 
this recapitulation is, that the estimate for the next fiscal 
year exceeds that for the present $1,728,670 63. 

* Faithful guardians of the public Treasury will naturally 
inquire, how does this happen? The question demands a 
candid answer; and I shall proceed to give one which I 
hope will be no less satisfactory than free from all attempt 
at concealment or disguise. 


crease of expense consequent on the passage of the act of 
28th September, 1850, granting bounty land ; by the contem- 
plated extension of the land system over the newly-ac- 
quired territory; and by the deficieacies in the estimates of 


the last fiscal year.” 
Here we see that there is an increase in the Jand 

| service in consequence of the passage of this act. 
The people of the country not only have to give 
away the lands to the speculators for twenty cents 
per acre, but are obliged to pay annually $157,000 
more for taking care of the land than if they had 
kept it themselves, in consequence of the neces- 
sary increase of clerks in the Department to enable 
them to issue the land warrants to go intw the 
hands and pockets of speculators, who wish to 


| itage. ‘This they will learn; at all events I shall 
do what I can to give them the information. 
W hat more are we doing as political economists, 


| legislators, and patriots? I have an estimate here || 
| which I believe to be correct, which shows that, in | 


| addition to the item to which I have called the at- 


tention of the Senate, we are falling behind what | 


we were in 1849 in the land policy: 
| The sales of public lands in the year 1849 
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Area located in that year in satisfaction of 
Mexican war bounty land warrants........ 3,405,520 00 

State selections under the act of 4th Septem- 

i) | Dg. doe ao dents cba she asad acawed ects 259,806 60 

| Improvements of rivers, &c..... aabeeaactes 135,246 21 

| Choctaw certificates. ....ccccccscsccccsccess 53,935 33 |} 

| een 

Total thus disposed of........... ooo ee 85,184,410 91 











During the three quarters of 1850 there have 
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Located by Mexican bounty land warrants 

during the first and second, and part of the 


| third quarters... 0... cecccccecccevesececs 1,520,120 00 
| State selections under the act of 1841........ 379,805 5s 
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46,360 52 


Aggregate thus disposed of in the first, second, 


Mr. BORLAND. Will the Senator allow me 
to ask him if his calculation is extended as far as 
1850 ? 

Mr. WALKER. It is not; but the Senator 
will find that it is still worse in 1850; for an addi- 
tional amount of ninety-five millions of acres in 
land warrants has been thrown into circulation. I 


| admit there is an increase of money receipts in | 


the year 1850, but it is because the Mexican 


| bounty land warrants were to some extent ex- 


_hausted, or at least were not so plentiful as they 
| were before. 
ginning to increase, we propose to step in and to 
cut off entirely all the money receipts from this 


country ninety-five millions of acres, according to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, or one hundred 


entirely replacing the use of money as a currency 
or medium in the purchase of public lands. 2 

Mr. BORLAND. My object in rising was to 
state, that under the operation of the bounty land 
law, there has been an actual increase. The last 
quarter of that year, 1850, shows an increase, 
making the results of the year over the average 
|| sales during the whole period of our public land 
|| sales, including the year 1835, when fourteen mil- 
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‘“ LAND SERViICE.—The estimates under this head exceed | 
those of last year $157,118 29. This is caused by the in- | 


buy up, monopolize, and speculate upon their her- | 


and part of the third quarters of 1850......$2,815,368 42 | 


jut now that the receipts are be- || 


and eighty millions, according to the chairman of 
the Committee on Public Lands, for the purpose of 


| lions were sold. The average for 1850, estim 

the last quarter, for which I have an official 

ment from the Land Office, is above the 

of any year during the whole period of the 
Mr. WALKER. For money ? 


ating 
State. 
average 
Se Sales, 


Mr* BORLAND. Yes, sir; for cash. The 
| amount for the fourth quarter is $98,413 42, show. 


ing an amount by one or two hundred thousand 
dollars greater than the average heretofore. 

Mr. WALKER. The Senator from Arkansas 
must mean that argument for something, pre- 
| sume. If it means anything—if it has any bea,. 

ing whatever upon the ae before the 
Senate, it is this, that to render assignable thegp 
warrants will create an increase in the moneyed 
receipts of theGovernment. Now, sir, I am per- 
feetly willing that he shall enjoy all the credit ang 
all the honor which attaches to the discovery tha: 
|| it will be a great blessing to the United States , 
| give away all her public lands, because, after hay. 
ing done so, her receipts at her land offices wil! |je 
more than heretofore. If that is not an areumen: 
which would knock any common man down, | 
mistaken. 

Mr. BORLAND. These are the facts. 

Mr. WALKER. And that is the result of the 
argument. You are to adopt the policy of giyine 
away the entire amount of your two hundred and 
forty-six millions of acres, because you can at the 
same time get more money than you ever got he- 
fore, while you increase the expenses of the land 
service $157,000 annually. It seems to me that 
, this is the most potential argument I have eyer 
heard. 

This is what we are doing. We are giving the 
| soldier a gratuity of seventy-five dollars, and the 
speculator makes out of it three hundred and twen- 
ty-five dollarsclear. Weare giving to speculators 
| the whole amount of the public lands, and we are 





an 


| pursuing a policy which is involving the Goverp- 
ment, as I have shown, in an increased annual ex- 

| penditure. If the lands are worth anything to the 

Government, wé incur a loss of four millions and 

sixty-five thousand eight hundred and twenty dol- 

| lars. This is the policy which modern patriotism 
has dictated. This is love for the old soldier. | 
think a most singular kind of attachment is spring- 
ing up in this country, if that is the policy by which 
it is to be governed in future. 

If the lands, as it is argued on the other side, 
will not go to the old soldier, then, if you do not 
make the warrants assignable, they will remain in 
the hands of the Government. They are not to 
go to the soldier who has fought the battles of his 

_country. Why, then, did you pass the act ori- 
ginally? If your object was to give him money, 
| why not give him money directly? Why give 
| him what is worth to you one dollar and twenty- 
five cents per acre, when it is worth to him but 
forty cents, and thus enable somebody else tortake 
| advantage of his ignorance, or necessity, or impru- 
| dence, to make a profit upon it of two dollars and 
fifty cents, or three dollars per acre. 

You now adopt this policy. Why, in the name 
of common sense, did you not adopt it in the act 
granting Mexican bounty land warrants? If your 
love is for the soldier, Why not give him the alter- 
native of receiving from the Treasury a certificate 
bearing interest, upon which he can get the money 
in lieu of his warrant, if he desires to take it? 
You do no such thing. You adopt a measure 
which leaves him no alternative. You throw into 
circulation ninety-five millions of acres, and theo 
leave the soldiers completely at the mercy of those 
who will buy the lands at the reduced prices at 
which they can get the warrants. You give the 
| soldier the lands, but will not give him the privi- 
lege of going to the Treasury of his country. You 
do not give him the bounty you profess to give 
him, but give him this paper, which will depre- 


source, by throwing into circulation all over the | ciate in his hands, and leave him at the mercy of 


| the speculator, who will buy the warrants at what- 
| ever age the soldier in his need can be induced 

to take, operating upon his necessities and his 
wants. In view of what I have said, and to tes! 
| the sense of the Senate, I will move to add to the 
resolution the following proviso, and I ask the yeas 
and nays upon it: 

“ Provided, That, in lieu of the warrants to be issued 
| under the provisions of said act, the person or persons en- 
titled thereto may, at his, her, or their election, have and 
receive in eachcase a Treasury certificate, bearing six per 
centum interest, re semi-annually, (the principal re- 
deemable at the discretion of the Government,) after the 
| following rate, to wit: Ip lieu of a warrant for one hundred 
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and sixty acres, at the rate of one hundred dollars; in lieu 
a warrant for eighty acres fifty dollars; in lieu of a war- 
of a wi ; : 
vant for forty acres, twenty five dollars; and which said 
Treasury certificate shall be receivable in payment for any 
f the public lands of the United States, subject to purchase 
private entry, and upon which there is no settlement or 
improvement; and in cases where warrants have already 
neon issued, the Treasury certificate herein provided for may 
no issued in each case, upon the return and surrender of the 
warrant.”? 

That, sir, will at least give the soldier some as- 
eyrance of the value of his warrant. It seems to 
me, that it will place before the country the real 
question. It will settle the question whether this 
measure is intended to be for the benefit of land 


speculators, or for the benefit of the soldier. If | 


you intend a real benefit to the soldier, do not 
jonger leave him at the mercy of every land-shark 
in the country. If you refuse to give him the 
money instead of the land, do not put it upon the 


principle that it is a bounty to the soldier; put it | 


on the ground that it is to be the policy of the 
Government that the lands are to be given away 
for speculation. Take that ground, and take it 
manually. Do not have the hypocrisy to pretend 
that you are benefiting the old soldier, when you 
jeave him at the mercy of every land-shark in the 
country. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The Senator from Wis- 
eonsin, in the course of his remarks, asked mea 
question to which courtesy would perhaps require 
metorespond. I have that courtesy and respect 
toward him, but I beg leave to decline upon the 
present occasion to reply, from the consideration 
that if | were to enter into an answer it would lead 
toa protracted argument. I sould have to explain 
the position [ assumed the other day. I therefore 
respectfully decline to enter into a reply. In re- 
gard to the amendment, let me say that, if we are 
to do anything, we must pass the resolution as it 
came from the House. I hope we shall pass the 
resolution as it came from the House, and not in- 
troduce such a system as is now proposed. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Tamawareof the state 
of business, and how very precious time is, but I 
believe the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Wisconsin.is a good amendment, and I believe 
that, if the bill is to be passed, this amendment 
ought to be incorporated in it, and for this reason: 
that same proviso which it is proposed to intro- 
duce here was introduced into the Mexican land 
warrants, giving one hundred dollars instead of 
one hundred and sixty acres; which, at one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per acre, would amount to 
two hundred dollars, if the soldier chose it. This 
prevented the warrants from declining as low as 


the amount the soldier could receive from the Gov- | 


ernment. I now undertake to predict that unless 
there is some such provision as this inserted, the 
soldiers will find this law to operate most preju- 


dicially to their interest; for the speculators of | 


New York and other cities, who now have their 
agents employed in running about the country and 
buying up these warrants from the widows and 


soldiers, will obtain the forty-acre warrants in less | 


than three months for ten to fifteen dollars, or only 
fifty dollars for one hundred and sixty acres of 
land. By a combined movement, when they wish 
to obtain warrants, they will lower their prices to 
seventy, sixty, or even fifty dollars for a quarter 
section. ; 
be inevitably swindled. 

The yeas and nays were taken upon the amend- 
ment of Mr. Waker, and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dodge 
of Wisconsin, Dodge of Towa, Douglas, Downs, Gwin, 
King, Smith, and Walker—10. 

NAYS— Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Ber- 


rien, Borland, Bright, Butler, Cass, Chase, Clarke, Clay, 
Clemens, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawson, Day 


ton, Ewing, Foote, Greene, Hamlin, Hunter, Jones, Mason, | 


Miller, Morton, Norris, Pearce, Rhett, Rusk, Sebastian, 
Seward, Shields, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, Upham, 
and Wales—38. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


The question was then taken upon engrossing 
the amendments and ordering the resolution to be 
read a third time, which resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Ber- 
rien, Borland, Butler, Cass, Clarke, Clay, Clemens, Cooper, 
Davis of Massachusetts, Dawson, Douglas, Downs, Foote, 
Greene, Hamlin, Houston, Hunter, Mason, Miller, Morton, 
Norris, Pearce, Rantoul, Rusk. Sebastian, Seward, Shields, 
Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, and Upham—s5. 


3y'an act of this sort the soldier must | 


NAYS—Messrs. Bright, Chase, Davis of Mississippi, 


Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, Ewing, Feich, Gwin, 
Jones, King, Smith, Wales, and Walker—13. 


So the resolution was ordered to a third read- 
ing. 
COMPENSATION OF SENATORS. 

Mr. PEARCE, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introducea bill to amend an 
act entitled ** An act allowing compensation to the 
members of the Senate, members of the House 
of Representatives, and to the Delegates of the 
Territories, and repealing all other laws on that 
subject;”? which was read and passed to a second 
reading. 

The bill is as follows: 

Be it enacted, §c., That, from and after the passage of 
this act, no member of the Senate shall be entitled to re 
ceive compensation for his attendance atthe Senate, in the 
recess of Congress, during such meeting of the Senate as 


| may be called on the fourth day of March, 1853, and on 


the fourth day of March in every fourth year thereafter, 
other than the eight dollars per diem tor attendance, now 
allowed by law: Provided, Thafthis act shall not apply 
to a Senator, not a member of either House of Congress at 
the expiration of the Congress preceding such called ses 
sion of the Senate. 

« THE PUBLIC PRINTERS. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives by Mr. Youne, their Clerk: 

Mr. Prestpent: The House of Representatives have 
passed a joint resolution for the relief of William M. Belt, 
and his assignee, Thomas Ritchie, and for other purposes, 
in which they request the concurrence of the Senate. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives by Mr. Youna, their Clerk: 

Mr. Presipent: The House of Representatives have 
passed bill 462, making appropriations forthe supportof the 


Ariny for the year ending June 30, 1852, in which they ask 
the concurrence of the Senate. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the 
W hole, to the consideration of House bill No. 461, 
making appropriations for the civiland diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 
30th of June, 1852, and for other purposes. 

Mr. HUNTER, in behalf of the Committee on 
Finance, reported various amendments. ‘The first 
amendment was to strike out the proviso on the 
first page, as follows: 

** Provided, That the mileage of Senators, Representa- 
tives, and Delegates shall hereatter be computed on the 
usual route, as reported by the Post Office Department, by 
which the mails are transported from the Capitol to the resi 
dence of such Senator, Representative, or Delegate : nd 
provided, further, That no such member of either branch of 
Congress, residing east of the Rocky Mountains, shall re 
ceive more than one thousand dollars mileage for each ses- 
sion; and no such Member or Delegate residing west of the 
Rocky Mountains, shall receive more than two thousand 
dollars mileage for each session; nor shall any member of 
the Senate receive mileage for any session of that body 
which may be called within thirty days after the adjourn 
ment of both Houses of Congress, unless the travel for which 
such mileage is charged has actually been performed. ”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER moved the following amend- 
ment, to reduce the item to the estimate. The 
House had raised it two hundred dollars. In page 
17, line 12, strike out the word ** six,’’ and insert 
the word ‘‘ four,’’ so that it will read: 

“ For compensation ofthe Chief ef the Bureau of Navy- 
yards and Docks, and of the civil engineer, draughtsmen, 


clerks, and messenger in his office, twelve thousand four 
hundred dollars.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER moved to strike out the follow- 
ing words, commencing after the word ** dollars,”’ 
in the 13th line: 

“The chief clerk being restoredto the salary he received 
as chief clerk to the late Navy Board.”’ 

By this amendment the committee proposed to 
reduce the item to the estimates. The House had 
made an addition of $200. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER. I propose to strike out, in 
line 17, of page 19, the word ** next,’ and insert 
© 1851.°? It is a mere verbal amendment, which 
is necessary to prevent the time being extended 
two years, instead of one. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER also moved to insert after line 


| 6, page 21: 


* For compensation of the Commissioner of Brazilian 
Claims, $3,000. 


**For compensation of the clerk of said commissioner 
$2,000. 

** And the President of the United States shall be and he is 
hereby authorized to make such provision for the contin 
gent expenses of the commission as he may deem proper.” 


Mr. HUNTER. It has been found necessary 
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to extend the time which that board is to exist, 
and these salaries are therefore necessary. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER proposed, in page 30, line 15, 
to strike out the word ‘‘nine,’’ and insert the 
word **ten,’’ so that it will read: 


“Por salaries of covermor, [or Oregon,) three judges, 
and secretary, $10,500," 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER moved to strike out the follow- 
ing item: 


** For purchasing a site and commencing the erection of 
a suitable building in the city of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 
for custom-house, post office, court-rooms, and other offines 
of the United States, the sum of 875,000 : Provided, That 
the said building shall be exempted trom city taxes and all 
other taxes whatever by the act of the Legislature of Penn 
syivania: .@nd provided, further, That the plan of the 
building shall be such that the whole cost, both of site and 


building, shall in no event exceed the appropriation herein 
made.’’ 


Mr. COOPER. 


I hope the amendment will not 
be adopted. 


Such buildings are greatly needed, 
By an act of the last Congress Pittsburg was 
made a port of entry, and a custom-house is al- 
most absolutely necessary at that point. A large 
amount of duties is annually received there, and 
will be received there hereafter, as I have the proof 
before me to show. The amount of duties which 
were payable during the last year under the pres- 
ent law, notwithstanding the duties which were 
paid at New Orleans, New York, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, and elsewhere, would amount to the 
sum of $130,000, and the amount will annually in- 
crease. I hope, therefore, when we consider that 
the trade is increasing, and that appropriations have 
been made to cities of no greater commercial im- 
vortance, that this appropriation will not be with- 
1eld from thatcity. I donot desire to occupy the 
time of the Senate in any extended remarks, but, 
without saying anything further, having indicated 
the reasons why I am opposed to the amendment, 
I submit it to the Senate. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER moved to strike out the follow- 
ing item: 

** For purchasing a site and commencing the erection of 
a suitable building in the city of Louisville, Kentucky, for 
custom house, post office, court-rooms, and other offices of 
the United States, the sum of $75,000: Provided, That the 
said building shall be exempted from city taxes and all 
other taxes whatsoever, by the act of the Legislature of 
Kentucky: dnd provided, further, That the plan of the 
building shall be such that the whole cost, both of the site 


and building, shall in no event exceed the appropriation 
herein made.” 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I rise merely to state 
that the preceding section makes an ay propriation 
for St. Louis. We had this matter under discus- 
sion during the last session of Congress, and it 
was then said that Pittsbure, Cincinnati, and 
Louisville did not stand precisely upon the same 
footing with St. Louis, because there had been a 
report made with regard to the appropriation for 
St. Louis, and none with regard to these three cit- 
ies. And now, while the House of Representa- 
tives have evidenced a design to put these three cities 
upon the same footing with St. Louis, the Senate 
are called upon to makea distinction: and for what 
reason? Have we not the same use for a building 
of this sort at Louisville as there is for one at St. 
Louis? Look at our tonnage, and you will find 
that it approaches very nearly that of St. Louis. 
Look at the receipts, and you will find that they 
are greater than those atany other interier custom 
house. Perhaps the receipts at St. Louis may 
exceed those at Louisville a few hundred dollars: 
but, according to my recollection, the receipts at 
Louisville greatly exceed those at Cincinnati and 
Pittsburg, and come very near those at St. Louis. 
Look at the statistics which are furnished with re- 
gard to the commerce and navigation there, and 
you will find that at Louisville it exceeds any in- 


' terior navigation, with the exception of St. Louis, 


and it comes within a fraction of that. The only 
reason why the appropriation was refused for 
“Louisville was that there was no report made with 
regard to that place, but that there was a report 
made respecting St. Louis. I voted against stri- 
king out the appropriation for Pittsburg, and I 
shall vote acainst striking out this. I do not see 
why St. Louis is to be favored, and these other 
cities are to be excluded, while there is the same 
propriety for an appropriation in the one case as 
in the other. ; 
Mr. HUNTER. The principle on which the 
Committee on Finance proceeded was to strike out 


t/ 































































































































cacao gh ipecmlinlyeon a) atone 















































































































































































































































































































800 


———. 
—— 
——— 





the appropriations for new works, We did not 
intend to make any invidious distinction between 
the cities. But according to the argument of the 
Senator from Kentucky, if we should by mistake 
happen to make an appropriation for one city, we 
ought to make a similar appropriation forall. We 


thought this matter of making appropriations for | 
cities for custom-houses was carried quite too far, | 
and we therefore struck out the appropriations for | 


the new custom-houses. 

Mr. CHASE. I desire that this amendment 
shall not prevail, and | wish to say a word in 
favor of the appropriation as it stands, by way of 
returaing aod for the evil which the Senator from 
Kentucky showed me last year. We have an 
appropriation in this bill of $250,000 for continu- 
ing the construction of a custom-house at New 
Orleans. 
tinuing the construction of a custom-house at 
Charleston, South Carolina. I wish to state that, 


according to a memorandum which I have in “y 


hand, the custom-house at New Orleans has a 

ready cost $523,365 41; and that at Charleston 
has cost $136,000. Thus we propose to bring up 
the cost of the custom-house at New Orleans to 
nearly $800,000, and of that at Charleston to near- 
ly a quarter of a million, The pittance asked for 
at Louisville and Cincinnati is only $150,000 for 
the two cities. It has been said that these are not 
ports of entry; but they are very important places, 
and I have no doubt that it is a matter of economy 
to buy buildings or construct edifices for these 
purposes; and, as the expenditure is limited to the 
appropriation made in the bill, I shall vote for the 


We have another of $100,000 for con- | 
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who have been engaged in the military service of the Uni- 

ted States,’ or by virtue of any act of Congress heretofore | 
assed, granting land bounties for military services, shall | 
e satisfied out of any public land not heretofore brought 


| into market, and now subject to entry at private sale under | 


existing laws.”’ | 


Mr. HUNTER. That is according to an esti- | 
mate, and is to restore an item which was stricken | 
out in the House of Representatives. The esti- | 
mate is $115,000 for the survey of these lands, and | 


| the proviso is to restrict the land warrants to lands | 


already surveyed. 


| House of Representatives, I hope it will not be | 
| inserted by the Senate. 
| entered upon a system of reducing the expenses of 
| the Government, and I trust they will meet with 
| the coéperation of the Senate. 


' line sixteen, to strike out ‘* one thousand”? and | 


| read: 


appropriation as a matter of economy as well as 


ustice, 

Mr. PEARCE. The bill appropriates about 
$730,000 for the continuance of custom-houses, 
the erection of which has already been authorized 
by law. The committee surely could not refuse 
to make appropriations for buildings that had been 
already commenced, but it seemed to them that, 


while making such large expenditures for some | 


half dozen large works that required completion, 


it was impolitic, if not dangerous to the Treasury, | 


to embark in new undertakings. If the appropri- 
ations asked for at Louisville and Pittsburg shall 
be granted, we may rest assured we shall have 
petitions from other cities for the same objects, 
and finally it-will come to be the practice of Con- 
gress to grant appropriations without inquiry for 
every work of the kind. 1 think we were rash in 
oe for the erection of so many custom- 
1ouses in the first place, but we cannot now avail 
ourselves of the objections to them. We must 
complete the works commenced, or the money 
which has been already expended will be thrown 
away. 

While, therefore, it is too late to reconsider 
what was done at the last session, we are just in 
time to stop the wasteful legislation in f 
is now proposed to embark. The condition of 
the Treasury is not such as to encourage us to 
make these large appropriations, We know, at 
all events, that large as the revenue has been in 


lich it | 


the early part of the year, it is now declining; and | 


it seems to me that we shall endanger the ability 
of the ‘Treasury to meet the demands upon it unless 
we put our hands upon every appropriation which 
is not absolutely necessary, or which is not re- 
quired by law, and so in some degree diminish the 
expenditures. 

Tire amendment was adopted, and the item was 
siricken out, 

Mr. HUNTER. I propose in page thirty to 
strike out lines sixteen and seventeen: 


“For salary of the Superintendent of Indian Affairs, || 


$1,000." 


That item is unnecessary, on account of the act 
lately passed reorganizing the Indian Department 
taking away that function from the Governor and 
providing for it elsewhere. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER proposed, in page thirty-two, | 


| should, however, consider it my duty to have the 
|| letters of Mr. Buchanan and his successors in of- | 


after line nine, to insert: 


* Por surveying the public lands, in addition to the unex 
peuded balance of former appropriations, to wit: For sur 
veving the public lands, including incidental expenses, to 
be apportioned to the several districts according to the exi- 
gencies of the public service, the part to be applied to the 
surveys required by the loeation and survey of private 
cinims in Florida, to be disbursed at augmented rates, 
$115,000; Provided, That na land bounty for military ser 
vices granted by the act of 28th September, 1850, entitled 
*An act granting bounty land to certain officers and soldiers 


} 


| 
| 
i} 
} 


| tive Mansion, $250.” 


| on a bell, presented to him at Genoa for the new church 


| following amendment, to come in at the end of the 
| bill: 


| Foreign Relations to state the reasons for this 


| $2,000 per annum; and for one clerk, whom the Secretary 


| 
' 
| 
} 
| 
| 
; 


Mr. WALKER. As it was stricken out in the 


I believe the House has 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. HUNTER. I propose, in page thirty-five, 


insert “*two hundred and fifty;’’ so that it will 
o 
‘¢ For the purchase of books for the library of the Execu- 


One thousand dollars were appropriated last 
year, and it was supposed by the Committee on 
Finance that two hundred and fifty dollars would 
be enough for the present year. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER. I propose, in line thirty-nine, 
to strike out the following: 

** For refunding to Charles P. Montgomery the duties paid 





adjoining the literary institution of St. Joseph’s, Perry 
county, Ohio, $90 60.”’ 

This was a private bill, but somehow it has 
crept into this bill. Equal and even-handed jus- 
tice to all requires that it should be stricken out. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HUNTER. I am instructed to offer the 


** For an officer hereby authorized to be appointed in the 
State Department, to be called an Assistant Secretary of 
State, who shall perform such duties a3 shall be assigned to 
him by the Secretary of State, at asalary of $3,000 per an- 
num ; for four principal clerks, whom theSecretary of State 
is hereby authorized to appoint, ata salary not to exceed 


is authorized to appoint, at a salary not to exceed $1,400 
per annum, $9,400.”’ 


I leave it to the chairman of the Committee on 


amendment. 

Mr. FOOTE. This proposition has been rec- 
ommended for several years. At the present ses- 
sion of Congress the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions have had it under grave and deliberate con- 
sideration; and the correspondence which has 
taken place with the Department of State evinces 
the fact that the present Secretary of State is as 
well satisfied as his predecessors have been of the 
expediency of thisarrangement. From the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations a bill has emanated 
which received its unanimous sanction. It is 
based upon a report of the former Secretaries of | 
State, Mr. Clayton and Mr. Buchanan, both of 
whom review the whole subject in all its bearings, 
and recommend, in the warmest manner, that this 
change in the State Department, this amplification 
of its means of performing the duties allotted to | 
it by the Constitution, should take place. There 
is a most elaborate report now in the possession 
of the Secretary from Mr. Buchanan, on the sub- 
ject of the State Department, in which he com- 
— our system with that of Great Britain. 

‘he report is so clear and satisfactory that, on its 
being read to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, there was no hesitation on the part of any 
of its members to approve the appropriation which 
has been recommended. If it is desired, Mr. 
Buchanan’s report can be read; but I trust, in or- 
der to avoid the consumption of time, it will not 
be required, and that the vote will be taken upon 
the amendment without further .discussion. I 
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on the part of the Committee on Foreign Rel 
tions, and that it is to my mind most eviden; tha 
no member of the Senate who, after giving it the 
examination which that committee has given to r 
would hesitate at all in coming to the conelusior 
to which we arrived by the compulsion of Se. 
sistible argument. - 
Mr. TURNEY. Passing by the propriety of 
bringing this proposition up in connection with 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bili, insteaq 
of having distinct legislation to increase the ny». 
ber of officers of the Government and fixine their 
salaries, I cannot perceive the necessity of this 
amendment. I say that, passing by all these coy). 
siderations, I am astonished at this proposition ,, 
enlarge the officers of the Government when we 
are confined to two or three days at the close of 
the session, and when we are told we must not ex. 
amine nor discuss the proposition, because we 
have no time. A short time since we created , 


| new Cabinet officer, and we created an Assisian; 
Secretary of the Treasury; and now it is proposed 


to increase the State Department by giving gq as. 

sistant and several clerks. I have not a word ty 

say against the increase of clerical service where 

it 1s needed, but I cannot perceive: that there cay 
_beany necessity for an Assistant Secretary of State, 
If there is, | doubt not that every Cabinet officer 
may require the same aid and assistance which js 
required by this Department. It has not been 
| demonstrated that there is a largeramount of labor 
'thrown upon this Department than any other, 
On the contrary | take it that it is perhaps less, 
| And yet we are asked now to create an Assistayt 
' Secretary of State, and that too upon the appro- 
| priation bill, when the session is about to close, 
| and we have not time to examine or discuss it, |t 
does not strike me as expedient to hold this bill 
open to such amendments to enlarge the offices 
and fix their salaries, and then require us to vote 
upon them without explanation. I do not perceive 
that there is any greater necessity for this officer 
| than there has been before. If it is expedient and 
| proper, why did not the President in his annual 
| message recommend it and set forth the reasons, 
| 


so that it might be considered when there was 
time to examine the proposition, and have it re- 
| ferred to a committee and reported to us? If we 
| are required to vote on these questions, important 
as they are, increasing the number of Cabinet off- 
cers in this hurried manner, without deliberation, 
without examination, without facts, in the absence 
| of everything necessary for our proper action, | 
| know of no way to keep ourselves right but by 
calling for the yeas and nays, and I therefore call 
for them upon this amendment. 

Mr. FOOTE. I am quite surprised at some of 
the remarks which have just fallen from the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee. He says we propose now, 
without consideration, without deliberation, and 
without scrutiny, to have this amendment sanc- 
tioned, in the face of the positive statement made 
by me that it has been the subject of grave con- 
sideration and the most labored scrutiny by the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, who came unan- 
imously to the conclusion that this arrangement is 
expedient for the proper transaction of the busi- 
ness of the State Department. 
| But again: does not the honorable Senator know 

the fact that the former Secretary of State (Mr. 
Buchanan) made a most elaborate report on this 
subject after a full examination, and recommended 
the adoption of just sucha provision as that now 
under consideration? Did he act hastily, indis- 
creetly, injudiciously? Did he recommend any 
appropriation which a good Democrat, however 
mindful of the state ot the finances, could net 
sanction? Such language is a serious assault upon 
the public character of the late distinguished Sec- 
retary of State. Sir, this matter has not only 
been considered by the Cammittee on Foreign 

Relations, but also by the Committee of Finance. 

Some days ago I had a conference with the chair- 
man of that committee, and upon full considera- 

tion given to it by the committee of which he ts 4 





fice read, if I thought there was any ground to 
fear that this amendment would not be adopted, 
for the satisfaction of members who may not have 
examined the subject. ButI think there is no se- 


member, this proposition has been brought for- 
ward. I undertake to say that no proposition has 
| been brought here more marked with deliberation 
and scrutiny than this which the honorable Sena- 
tor from Tennessee has assailed in so unkind & 





rious doubt in the mind of any Senator with regard 
to the importance of adopting such an amendment. 
I can assure the Senate that it has been the eub- 


| ject of the most grave and deliberate consideration 


manner. I trust Iam as frugal with the public 
money as heis. But the Government must be 


"sustained by all proper appropriations, and money 
igs or Democrats are 


| must be had, whether 
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